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able to the Minister, and therefore no fur-
ther debate is necessary.

H1on. G. W. -Miles: Mr.1 Stewart desires
the motion to be adjourned till Tuesday.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. J. M.
Drew-Central) [5.34]: There is no need
for an adjournment because the motion, in
its present form, is acceptable to the Gov-
ernment. The information can be supplied
without great difficulty.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.35 p.m.

legislative ftseemb1v,
Thursday, 91h September, 1926.
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The SPEA-KER. took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUE STION-H ELENA RIVER BRIDGE,
GUILDFORD.

Hon. AV. D. JOH-1NSON asked the M1inister
for Works: In connection with qJuestions
answered on 25tAh Augtiffst relating to the
ironwork for the Helena River Bridge, 1, did
the reply concerning the ironwork include
bolts? 2, If not, were all the bolts used on
the bridge manufactured in the State? 3
It not, where were they made?

The M]XISTER FOR WVORIKS replied:
1, Order for ironwork, eonsistinl- of straps,

sirp.and bolts. was placed with local
manufacturing1 firms and to the best of the
department's knowledge at time of replying

to previous questions, "'as manufactured in
the State; it has since been ascertained that a
proportion of the bolts was obtained from
the Eastern States by the firms in question.
2, A ns wered by No. 1. 3, Answered hy No. 1.

QUESTION-PETROL TAX.

Mr. THOMSON (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works: Yesterday I asked
what was the amount collected on petrol by
the Commissioner of Taxation for the quar-
ter ended 30th June last. The reply I re-
ceived gave figures identically the same as
those for the quarter ended :30th March last.
Was the reply furnished yesterday correct?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
The figures were supplied by the accountant
and an error may have crept in. 1 will make
inquiries and let the. hon. member have a
reply on Tuesday next.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Dlebate resumed from 31st August.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.:3j: There arc
many features of the Bill that wvill commend
thems-elves to the House, but at the same time
there are some respecting which the Minister
mnust expect some criticism, The measure
refers principally to bus traffic in the met-
ropolitan area and it is certain that there
must be regulations to control that traffic.
Trhere are some restrictive and even prohibi-
tive powers in the 'Bill -with which f.he Op-
position members are not likely to see eye
to eye. The 1311 is essentially a Committee
mneasure and can be better dealt with then
than during- the second reading stage, be-
cause it consists mainly of amendments to
the principal Act. It is admitted that many
alterations are necessary in order to control
traffic effectively, particularly in view of the
tremendous growth of road transportation
in recent times ?. I propose to leave matters
relating to the bus- traffic principally to
members representing the metropolitan area.
To a gzreat extent the Hill relieves the Mlin-
ister of control, which has been handed over
to the Commissioner of Police. I do not
know that that is a very wvise provision.
Not very long ago there was an instance
where a local g-overningm bndv did certain
lhin~s and it was necessaryv for an Art of
Parliament to he passed to compel them to
do what the people desired. It dloen not
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matter whether action may be taken by the
department through its officials or by a local
governing body, if there is the right of ap-
peal to the Mlinister. I believe in the pro-
vision for an aplpeal to the Minister regard-
ing many questions, and the Traffic Ac~t
is one in which it is desirable to have such
a final appeal. It affords people concerned
an opportunity to secure redress should the
necessity arise. The power of prohibition
is a dangerous one. That power is provided
by the Bill in several places. Power is given
to the police and to local governing bodies
to prohibit certain things. I do not think it
is wise to give them those powers. it would
be all right to give them sufficient power to
regulate, control or eveni to restrict, but to
provide the power to prohibit is carrying
matters a little too far. When the Bill is
taken to the Committee stage I propose to
move a few amendments. The provision for
the insurance of passengers should commend
itself. I have often wondered whether suf-
ficicnt care is taken for the protection of
passengers in case of fin,. on a bus. To
my mind not sufficient protection is afforded.
Certainly 1 have riot noticed any fire extin-
guishers on buses so far. Careful attention
should he given to that aspect. Under the
Railways Act the State is responsible for the
passengers conveyed by trains and the people
in charge of buses should also ba made re-
sponsible. The only way we can protect
the geeral public is by means of compul-
sory insuirance. As to the charge against
traffic fees of certain -works in the metro-
politan ares, I consider that such a work as
that conneted with the Causeway is really
a national undertaking, and the Minister
would be wrong in compelling the metro-
politan area to maintain the Causeway out
of traffic fees.

Mfr. J1. Hf. Smith: Would you contend that
all bridges should ho regarded as national
undertakin'-s!

Mr. LATH AM-: No, but practically the
whole of the traffic to the metropolitan area
comes via the Causeway. I do -not know of
any other bridge that T would regard as a
national work in the same way that I regard
the Causeway. Such an expression of
of oninion may seem peculiar from a country
member. but I wish to be fair to the metro-
politan area as well as to the eountry areas.
The Causeway woull! not represent a very
great problem when viewed as a national
work, but if the coist of all work there has
to be taken out of traffic fees, it beaqrs a 4fif-
feent complexion.

The ilinister for Works: It is only the
roadway that i affected, not the structural
portion of the Causeway.

Mr. LATHAM: 1 thought it referred to
the whole work, which might involve the re-:
construction of the Causeway from one end
to the other.

Ron. G. Taylor: The Minister made that
very clear when hie moved the second reading
of the Bill.

Hr. LATHAM: If that is hbe position,
I cariiot raise any objection to it. With
re1srd to he-avy traffic, I am afraid that even

to-day we have spent large sums of muoney
in constructing country roads and we have
prmitted heavy traffic to make use of those
roads before they were properly settled.
f'low does the Minister propose to deal with
that -_roblemn

The Minister for Works: I notice that the
Brisbane City Council has acepted a ten-
dter for the construction of a bridge at a
cost of over £1,000,000.

M,[r. LATHAM: They do weird things in
Brisbane. The Minister is quite capable
of administering his part of the affairs of
this State without going- elsewhere for ad-
vice.

Ai1r. George: But one can always get in-
formation and advice from elsewhere.

Mr. LATH.AMt: I hope the -Minister for
Railways does not go elsewhonre for advice.
If lie does, it is probable that the finiancial
management of our railwvays will not be as
satisfactory as in the past. Getting back
to the heavy traffic question, however, I am
afraid that, although we intend to spend a
lot of money, a considerable proportion of
which will have to he provided by the State.
we will find that at the end of th five-years
period we will not 'have value for the money
so expended. Portion of the Northarn-road
was recently reconstructed. T do not know
that we have any value at all in the work
there to-day. It was hardly completed be-
fore heavy traffic was permitted to use it,
although the reconstructed road had not
settled down.

Mr. George: flow can the traffic be main-
tained unless the road is used?

Mr. Sampson: The traffic could be kept
on the side of the road until it had settled.

Mr. LATHAM: At any) rate, soniethin~y
must he done. If we spend larrre sums of
money and allow the roads to he cut up
before they have settled clown, we shall find
ourselves in a worse pnsition than before we
spent the money. Recently I saw a big
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motor lorry with a very heavy load, cutting
up a road appreciably. To my mind it would
pay the Government to buy and scrap these
heavy motor lorries and so keep them off
the road.

The Minister for Works: Is that another
of your socialistic ideas?

Mr. LA-TRAl: No, but seeing that the
State has to find so much money, I wish to
assure that we got something for the ex-
penditure of that money.

Mr. Withers: If the State bought the
lorries, the owners would have to be comt-
pensated.

Mr. LATHAM -'I do not believe in in-
terfering with such people without making
provision for compensation. Seeing -that we
have this heavy traffic, something must he
done to overcome the difficulty. We are not
so fortunate as they are iii other States re-
garding road mivtal supplies.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Just now you suggested
we should not take any notice of the other
States.

Mr. LATHA NT:- The hon. member is try-
ing to twist my words to suit himself. T
referred to road metal. In the jarrab coun-
try, for instance, the material available for
road construction does not stand wear and
tear, and if crushed metal has to be con-
veyed to those parts, it will prove a costly
job. Then again, we have not the money
available for road construction, as the Vic-
torian people have. I am afraid there wvill
have to be some restriction on the traffic
until our newly constructed 'roads have set-
tled down.-

The M~inister for Works:- We have taken
that power.

Mr. LA-TRAM: T do not know that the
Mfinister has taken that power. I do not

know where the provision for it is to be
found in the Bill.

The Minister for Works: We are giving
the local governing bodies the power.

Mr, LA-TRAM: But I notice that the local
governing bodies are not able to do it. They
cannot control the traffic, despite the fact
that they have power to restrict speed and
loadage.

The Minister for Works: They have not
power to restrict the loads.

Mr. LA-TRAMT I think theyv have. If a
motor wagon is licensed to carry a certain
load, that is the load authorised, hnt -we
know that frequently half a ton or a ton
extra is loaded on to the motor wagons.

Mr. Sampson: You 'can limit the tondge
over bridges.

Mr. LA-THAM: I admit that, but how
are we to catch the offenders and how are
we to determine what the weight of the
load is'? I am afraid that at the end of
five years we shall not have value for even
the money expended by the State unless
better control is exercised over the roads
being constructed. I suggeut to the Minister
that it would be wise to consolidate the vari-
ous Acts dealing with reads. We have the
Main Roads Act, the Road Districts Act,
and the Traffic Act, and I might also men-
tion the petrol tax Act. I was surprised to
find the other day that the money collected
from the petrol tax is to -be used on Toads.

The Minister for Works: You were sur-
prised?7

-Mr. TLATHAM: Yes. I thought the tax-
ing measure itself would impose the tax end
nothing else, but it sets out how the money
is to be expended. I commend to the Minis-
ter's attention the suggestion to consolidate
the Acts I have mentioned. There are three
different kinds of control over our roads-
the Mlain Roads Board, the Local Govern-
ment Office dealing with local authorities,
and the police. If the several Acts were
consolidated, we might be able to get better
control over the traffic and over the use of
the roads, and it might even assist those
responsible to keep the roads in order. There
are some proposals in the Bill necessary to
bring the Act up to date. In Committee T
shall move some minor amendments and I
hope rhp~ Minister will see Hs way to accept
them.

MR. C. P. WANSEROUGH (Beverley)
[4.47]: T wish to voice my' opposition to
some of the amendments proposed in the
Bill, particularlyv to the amendment in
Clause 13 which seekis to limit the age of
drivers to 1.9 years. 'While I admit that
such a limitition might be a necessary safe-
guard against accidents in the congested
areas, its enforcement in the country will
impose a hardship upon boys, more particu-
larly the boys of promise who, T might say,
do not always -eside in the city.

The Mlinister for Works: The trouble is
that if a boy got a liense in the euntry he
would drive into the city. We could niot
confine him to the country.

Mfr, C. P. WANSBROU7GH: That may be
so, but the Mfinister does not sugst a simi-
lar restriction for drivers of farm wagons.
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The' country boys, on leaving school, become
the men of the farm and they have to cart
to and fromn the sidings. Farmers' wagons
are being displaced by motor lorries, and
the boy of the farm is the driver of the
motor lorry. If he is debarred from driving
the lorry, it will be a serious handicap.

Mr. George: The age at present is 18.
Mir. C. P. WA.NSUBttOUGH:. And the

Minister proposes to make it 19.
Mr. George: I would make it 21.
Mr. C. P. WAN SHROUGH: I would

make it 16 and thus give the boy of promise
a chance. There is ample evidence of the
trustworthiness ariA capacity of boys to
handle motor vehicles, it is proposed to in-
sert a new section to provide that the driver
of any vehicle other than a horse-drawn
vehicle shall stop when requested to do so by
the driver of any horse or by a person in
charge of a drove of animals. I am afraid
the Minister has considered this proposal
from only one point of view. The biggest
offender is often the man it charge of stock,
particularly drovers of sheep or cattle. Some
of the drovers act as if they were the kings
of the road. A driver approaching a drover
from the front has a chance to get past, but
if he is overtaking the drover from the rear,
often he is not assisted to get a passage.

The Minister for Works: That proposal
came from a country road board.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Tbeni this
phase of the matter miust have been over-
looked. Provision should he made to compel
a man in charge of stock to give other traf-
fic, the right of road or assist it to pass. He
should have to recogni~e his obligation to
traffic approaching him from the irear.

Mr. Marshall : What could a man in
charge of a flock of sheep do?

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGH: Get his dog
to pu t the sheep to one side anid make room
for the other traffic.

Mr. Marshall: It would depend upon cir-
cumrstances whether he could do it.

Mr. C. P. WANSBROUGJ{: I do, not say
that all drovers are tarred with the same
brush. Some of them are reasonable, but
others will keep) a motor following behind
themi for half an hour. I agree with the pro-
posal for the compulsory insurance of pas-
seingers in charabanes. 1 ami more parti-
cularly concerned abou certain reeessar-y
amendments that have not been embodied in
the Bill. One of these affects the third
schedule. Some recognition should be given
to farmers' vehicle-s. We haive made a eon-

cession in the Past in respect of 'wagons used
on the farm, and the Minister might make a
concession in regard to motor lorries. Let
me quote a few figures of the fees a farmer
has to pay in order to get his produce to the
siding. .I am rceering to a two-ton lorry,
the license fee for which will be in the vicin-
ity of £22. On a 1,200-bag crop it would cost
the farmer 1 /d. per bushel to get his wheat
from farm to siding. The Minister should
discriminate between the farmer who is
purcly a feeder to railways as against the
man who is in competition with the rail-
ways. It would be a mistake to charge them
both the same license fee. If the Minister's
proposal is adhered to, it will have the effect
of driving many farmers to compete with
the railways. A license fee of £22 is alto-
gethter too mutch to ask of a farmer who con-
fines his attention to carting his own pro-
ducts and if it is persisted in, he will be
compelled to do a bit of carting for his
neighbours.

The Minister for Works: Would not the
1' 2.per bushel depend upon the distance

of the farmer from the railwayl

Mr. C. P. WANSBROIJGH: No, lie might
be two, 10 or 16 miles from a railway; Wne
distance would not mat~er. On a three-ton
load basis the cost works out at 12s. 8d. per
load, or 3s. 2d. per ton. That is for the
license fee only, and it is too much to ask
of a farmer who restriet,- operations to cart-
ing his own produce. A neighbour of mine
bought a motor -iorrv' to facilitate the trans-
port of his produce. Ile is living a long
wvay from a railway mid tile figures I have
quoted are based on his experience. The
Minister knows the mnan 1 am referring to-
M1r. Stone- -who has corresponded with the
department. There are other farmers in a
similar Position. The 'y have endeavoured to
help themselves by purekasing motor lorries,
and now they find they are to be penalised
in this way. I am pleased to see on the
Notice Paper ain emendnicut in-the name of
the member for Toodynay (MUr. Lindsay) to
deal with this matter. rn addition to the
license fees paid by the farmier to the licens-
ing authority, lie pays £40 in road board
rates and £20 in vermin rates. Altogether
hie will be required3 to pay £100 a year
for the priv:ileg-e of iving the roads and
feeding the railways. Anoiher neessary
amendment relates to drivers' licenses. I
fail to see the need for requiring from a far-
mner who runs a truck and owns a motor
ear as well,. a separate drivers' license for-
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each vehicle. To drive a truck requires no
greater experience or skill than to drive a
car, and )ne driver's license should be suf-
ficient.

The Minister for Works- To drive a truck
is quite a different job. I can drive a car
bitt not a truck.

Mr. C. P. WANSBRO UGH: Trucks and
cars of the same make have similar gears,
and there is no difference in the handling of
them. It requires no wore knowledge or
ability to drive a truck than to drive a ear;
in fact it requires less ability to drive a
truck because a car tra' els about three times
as fast as a truck.

IMr. Thomson: If a man has a Ford truck
and a Ford car lie must take out a driver's
license for each vehicle.

-Mr. C. P. WAIKSBROUGH: That is so.
It is an injustice that should be remedied.
The member for Cue (Mr. Ches-son) has
given notice of anl amendment to secure con-
sideration for prospectors engaged in min-
ing, and the Minister should give farmers
similar consideration. The member for Cue
and some of his colleagues, have the gold
mining and sandalwood industries in view,
and propose that the fees should be reduced
in respect of the people engaged in those in-
dustries. We have a perfect right to ask
for the same concession in the ease of the
people inl whom we are more particularly in-
terested.

MR. GEORGE (Murray - Wellington)
15.01: I am glad this Bill has been intro-
duced. Perhaps it would have been well had
it been broug-ht down earlier, hut on the
other hand we have had another year's ex-
perience of the working of the original Act.
When that Act was brought forward the full
incidence of the traffic bad, in a measure,
to be gauged from experience, but the les-
sons that have since been learned are revealed
in the Bill now before us. This is really a
Committee Bill, but could well be relegated
to the consideration of a special committee.
MNanly points in connection with motor traffic
reuire Careful thought. I would not say that

the officers of the departments concerned
have not given the fullest consideration to
this Bill, but points may occur to members
of such a committee whi ch could he usefully
dealt with. I have always held the view that
when damage is done the person who does
the damage should put it right. In this con-
nection I take it that the whole of the in-
come derived from those who use the roads

will be spent on keeping the roads in repair.
It was an omission in the first Act that the
fees for drivers' licenses were not also
merged in with the traffic fees. I find that
the amount obtained from drivers' licenses
from the Ist January, 1920, to the 30th June,
1925, was £9,447. If that money could have
been added to the vehicle licenses, and de-
voted to the repairing of roads it would have
materially assisted the fund, and might have
taken the sting out for those who had to
pay. It would have been the proper thing
to have added the fees for drivers' licenses
to the other fees. The fines for offences
amounted to £6,230 i7s. That money could
also have been applied to the roads. This
might have lessened the sting inflicted upon
those who had to pay the fines. These two
sums make a total of L16,678. Tf that
amoutnt is added to the sum of £90,817 de-
rived from mnotor vehicles, the total over
the period of five years is seen t 'o
represent a total that would be an
enormous aid to our revenue. I should like
the Minister to consider the advisability of
amending the Act to provide that drivers'
licenses and fines should be added to the
fund. T know there is an Act which states
definitely that fines in connection with these
thinzs must be paid into Consolidated Rev-
enue. That principle is wrong. It has been
brought up by road boards time and again.
They have prosecuted people for breachles of
the Act, and have been unable to get even
their own costs paid.

The Minister for Works: We give them
the proceeds in cases where they have initi-
ated the proceedings, but when we take pro-
ceedings the money goes into Consolidated
Revenue.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not mind about the
costs, but I do think the fines should be de-
voted towards the making of our roads.

The 'Minister for Lands: The State has to
foot the bill.

Mr. GEORGE: The amount in question is
large. I aim glad the Bill takes a full grip
of the situation regarding buses and taxis.
That class of traffic has developed so greatly
in the metropolitan area that considerable
control is necessary for the safety of the
public. In Committee no doubt there will be
some discussion about the clauses, but there
can be none about the desirability of fully
controlling this class of traffic. One clause
refers to the Perth Causeway, the Perth-Fro-
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manUleroad, and the Karrakatta-road. 'This
is a good, provision in the Bill. During the
time the Mlitchell Government were in power
we, dealt with the reconditioning of the
Canseway, the cost involved being £10,000
or £12,000. A proposition was brought for-
ward] hy which, if funds had been available,
the Causeway would have been put into pro-
per order. The Causeway has served its
purpose for many years, and has been im-
proved from time to time. It is now too
narrow to meet the requirements9 of the ima-
mense traffic that passes over it. Traffic goes
from Perth on to Guildford, and through the
suburbs of Victoria Park and Cannington
on to Bunbury and to Albany, The Cause-
way is really the neck of traffic communica-
tion between Perth and these outer districts.
The timne will come when it will have to be
put into a better condition. I think the plans
that hare been prepared 'show that the cost
of the' work would he ahout £E100,000. The
mainthnance of the Fremantle bridge is a
proper re'harge against these fees. I rio not
consider that the redesigning and carrying
out. of a new Causeway should be a charge
upon these fees. I agree with the Minister
that the Pcrth-Fremantfle- road should he
widened. Some 20 buses and between 70 and
80 taxis pass over it at frequent intervals
daily. Owing to its narrowness the road in
many places is a menace to the public. On
Nedlands bill it is often necessary for a
motor car going in on direction to run oft
the road into the sand in order to avoid a
ear coming in another direction. That should
not occur. The buses are particularly dan-
gerous for drivers of motor cars on account
of their lighting system. In addition to the
bright headlights they carry, they also have
small lights. A motorist travelling in the
opposite direction is apt to be confused as
to the width of the vehicle that he is ap-
proaching, and to as-sume that the small
lights belong to another car coming behind.
Furthermore, the bright headlights of the
bus prevent the approaching motorist from
realising the width of the vehicle hie is ap-
proaching until be is close to it. I cannot
help thinking that some of these motor buses
are wider than they ought to be according
to the regulations. I have in mind a width
of about eight feet, but some of them seem
to be much wider than that. I should like
to see their headlig-hts carried out to the full
width of the body, If that were done they
would not be so dangerous to other traffic.

The Minister for Works: The small light-
were fixed according to regulations, and were
coloured also according to the regulations.

Mr. GEORGE: The drivers of bases art
not very careful in respect to the room they
occupy on the road.

.3r. E. B. Johnston: They stick to the
middle. They will not give you an inch,
The other fellow has to get out of the way.

Mr. GEORGE: Sometimes they thrust the
driver of a motor car nearly off the metal,
That is nioticeable particularly along tie
lKarrakatta-road. If the headlights were
placed so as to indicate the full width of the
bus the ordinary motorist would be quite
safe. As things arc ait present there is a
great possibility of accidets( occurring. The
mieniber for York (Mr. Latham) referred to
Abe roads being cut up, because they were
used before the metal was set. In country
districts it is difficult to avoid that. If the
Perth-Runbury-road were being repaired,
the traffic that ordinarily passes up and
down that thoroughfare must travel over that
road.

Hon. G. Taylor: Unless a new road alt't-
gether is made.

Mr. GEORGE : We hanve neither the
mecans nor thie time to do that. Ordinary
motor traffic, however, is not as severe on
these roads as are- the motor lorries. Tho
road front Brunswiek to Australind was
econvel ted into a beautiful road, hut a fort-
night's traffic ruined it. I do not blame
- twon e in particulair, but the heavy vehiclos
riniply brok-e the road uip.

Mr. Thomson : Could not the owners of
these vehicles, he miade to pay for that
damage?

Mr. GEORGE: The road board endeav-
mired to achieve that, but were not sue-
ces sfnl.

The Minister for Works:. When you were
Minister You took action in two or three
cases of that kind, I believe.

31r. GEORGE: I happened to catch nioo
mian. There was a hit of a joke in that. 'F
chanced to find a man speeding- along the
road with a load of 5 tons. Upon in y warn-
in L hint hie replied in lurid languiage. I
warned him again. Eventually he had te
par £ 70 or £80 for the damage he did. In
one place hie carried away all the kerbing.
The width Of loas is specially laid down
in the regulations, and there is also restric-
tion as to length of loiads. A great many
steel eirderN for hoildirgs are brought fromt
Preirnatle to Perti' by road, and they may
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le anly leng-th i'i to 35 or 40 feet. The,,
-egnlations provide that suth things shall
ie I P ought over the roads in the earl '
niorning, and that in connection with thev
uining of corners there shall be a manil*
;ec tOat the sweeping-rouot of thle load
hwes n1t Catch any vehicle passing. 1 have
,lot heard of accidents from this cause. butL

[inc seen nouerous cases where accideil
ins been close at hand; yet 1 have never
-ecu the man behind who should have been
bere. A long projecting girder mnight
*,aiie serious damage. About a year ago
Isaw somne rooting material for the earriag-e
f %vieh skcw-uays had to be put across a

orry, and whichi took uip two-thirds of the
iv~dth of the Pert h -rema nt lc-road. That
iceas the worst case I ever saw. W'hile the
le2ulationS provide for Such traffic, still it
is not possible to hare police officers all
irer the place to see that they are observed.

P an refer' to such matters hee Mhog
dhonld not like to appear as anl informer
ntiess an ac-ident took place. Possibly the-

'esult of mentioning them here may
3e to prevent their recurrence. The mini-
norm age laid down by the original
rrafflc Act for a motor driver was
[8 years, which I consider quite young
inough. I observe that an increasing
lumber of y oung boys and girls are
iriving notor vars. The other day F passed

RcPar driven br a boy between 14 and 15
rears of aze. True, his father, was with1
lin): but I der the Act that ci rcuinstaince
lnca not give the bov I he right to drive.

Mr. M'at shall - What aboiit o1(1 gentlemen
ibho fiave lost their nerve!

MIr. OOE: T know of no suich old
'entlenier

The Premier: The measure should pro-
C 'de a, maximuui age of about 6.5.

Mr. (GEOROE : If the Premier would
a.rry tit principle riehit thronch . and re-
ieve Ipeople~ 65 years of arve from pai-in?!
axNes. I shoutld welcome its enactment.

Tbe Premiet :I am not prepaired to go so
Far as that.

Mir. G EOR(GE: At all events. the Bill
loca not deal with old agep, either honour-
ibhe or dishonirable: it deals with the a~re
f drivers. The Ministcr has raised the

lee to 19 years, in my opinion wisely. I
ibserv-e that paragraphs. (e) and (d) or
3eet ion J3 are to he rercaled.. the idea
-tcing that if a license for a vehicle which
ins, been transferred exists, there is ip,
wceasin to get a new license. There oupht.

Iovw ever, to be permission to transfer on
the register. If paragraphs (c) and (d) are
entirely deletetl, I do not think the existing
regulation Would apply. I am not sure i Lat
Clause 23 may not be intended to apply to
all vehicles of e' cry description. If s u.
ihiete would haxe to he anl examinlation for
driv n's of horse vehicles as well as drivers3
of -'ri tor vehicles : And that would be hardly
rea8sonal le. Th~e M1inister has decided that
the knw as to a driver under thle iafluen'e.
of lkqtor should extend to a man driving a
hocrse, or in charge of it, and to a mail
driving- ariin'a!2. 'H it s, it would appfly to
a shepl-erd in charge of a flock of sheep if
l'e liad a pot of beer: and that seemrs to ime
tli he goingl too far.

The Minister for T-ands: It occurred to
me the other day that it would be a good
thirg to h'ave special roads; for motor cars,
by -,ay of insuring the safety of the gen-
eral pthlic.

Mir. GEORGE: Th~at uould be advisable,
but the difficulty would he one of finance.
Clavse 21 deals with what is the big trouble,
on country roads. especially in the Darling
Rlange. I refer to the traffic of jinkers and
whims and heavy sleeper-carts. The roads
from the hills downwards have been com-
pletely ruined by such vehicles. Th-ere is
an "epcially bad ease at Warooria. The
road in qnestfiott was built for farmers andI
orchardists, mid ;t has been ruined winter
after winter, for min *e)'ars, by heavy
sleeper-carts. T endeav1oured to prevent
the cartinwr of sleepers and hewn b-eams an-d
other heav-y loads diring the winter months.
One- din ino' want to interfere with any
person's wrens of livelihood, hut the State
has A rizht to say that roads built for
people who have s:ettled on the land shoulid
tint he rutined by heavy cartiuc' in the
wvinter, aiid that such cartinu should be
done in rmmer. The Bill widens the
liability for aagae done to various roads;.
,M1 'v own view i5; that the person who does
the damage shiould put it right, instead of
relvinQ or others to remiedy it. As I said
in opening-_, the Bill is needed, and its
passage will improve the parent Act by thle
results of the experience of the last fewv
years. it is generally conceded that pre-
cautions must he taken with traffic which
is so powerfully propelled as motor traffic.
I do not think .50 per cent. of the people
who drive miotors; have any idea of the
Iwiwer of the machine, or of the damage
which may be done by it even when travel-
lirz at a comparatively slow pace. The

883
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engine power is exceedingly great, and
people should be most careful of what they
:ue doing, because accidents are apt to
hiappen at any time. A motor travelling at
10 miles an hour can cause tremiendous
damage. I observed an instance in point
many years ago in the Mersey, when a
boat of 10,000 tons going not mnore than
three miles an hour ran into a little steamer
of 800 tons which had got in front of her.
'The small vessel was absolutely cut in twQ
by the irresistible foree that came along.
Practically the same thing- obtains in re-
gard to motor cars.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.30]: 1 am
afraid the proposed increasing of the mini-
mumn age of motor drivers will result in
considerable hardship in country districts,
where the farmers' sons, mere hls, are very
keen on machinery and make the best of
motor vehicle drivers, Of course, where a
driver is plying for hire and carrying pas-
sengers, I agree that the age might wvell be
raised to 21; but in country districts where
the driver is not plying for hire or carrying
passenger; the age ought to he allowved to
remain at 18. Then there is the provision
about stock On roads. Sometimes our coon-
try roads are very narrow, and in conse-
quence it is difficult to get past a flock of
sheep. A great deal depends upon the
drover. If the drover has not much time
for motor cars, he may keep a car behind his
flock for miles. Many a motor driver has
accidentally ran into a mob) of sheep, largely'
because he had no help from the drover.
Provision ought to he made in the Bill that a
drover of sheep should do his best to get
his sheep off the road and allow the motor
car to pass.

Mr. Marshall: And the driver of the motor
ear should do his best also.

Mr. BROWN: He does, invariably' ; lint
I contend that some responsibilit 'y should
rest with the drover. The Bill makes pro-
vision for the insurance of passengers. T
am afraid that if a heavy insarance be placed
on every passenger carried, it will be the
means of raising the fares charged by the
motor bus proprietors. I do not know
whether the Minister had it in mind that
the imposition of a heavy insurance of pas-
sengers would help him to run the bases off
the road. In Perth the buses are of eoii-
siderable convpliienee to the public, run-
nine, as they do, mostly where there are no
tramns. If unduly heavy restrictions are to

be placed on them, probably they will have
to go off the road and, in consequence, the
public convenience will suffer. As for the
licensing of motor trucks, the fee for a one-
ton truck is not heavy, but for 2 -ton trucks,
or 3-ton trucks it becomes very substantial.
Thosie trucks are not competing against the
railways at all. Actually they, are fecdinz-
the raiways ror, with the advent of those
trucks, more produce can be grown and
carried to the sidings. I should like to see
only a reasonable fee put on any motor
vehicle used principally on the farm. An-
other clause that is likely' to cause hardship
is that providing for the testing of a driver's
sight and hearing before a license is issued
to him. Hundreds of men driving motor
cars to-day have only one eye.

Mr. Marshall: A lot of country politicians
are that wvay, too.

31r. BROWN : If those drivers are to havec
each eye tested separately, they are done.
Is that fair! So, too, in respect of hearing.
A man might have quite good hearing in
one ear and be deaf in the other. Suppose,
while the applicant is going through the
test, the police officer-

The Premier: Gets on his deaf side.
Mr. BROWN: Well, in such a case pos-

sibly he will not get his license, although
quite a good driver. Members may laugh.
hut hundreds of men driving ears to-day
hare sight in only oue eye.

Hon. G. Taylor: They are not all Outside.
either; we have a few here.

Mr. BROWN: Discretion should be given
to the examining officer, so that if he he of
opinion that the applicant's eyesight and
hearing are sufficiently good, the license will
issue. However, the Bill is essentially one
for consideration in Committee, and so I
will Pay no more on the second reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swvan) [5.36]: Th t
mreat progress made in road traffic! is giV-
,n everyone interested in road making a
grave problem to consider. The work of
the State, in conjunction with the Federal
authorities, in constructing roads is goinc
to have a very great effect on the future
progrTess of the State. The position occui-
pied hv the Mlinister for Works in thi
respect calls for considerable diligence, and
T am sure it is the desire of all sectons of
the House to render him everyv assistance
There is in the Bill provision that in the
event of a carrier's vehicle beine used. for
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the carriage of passengers, a passenger
license must also be obtained. The Minister
iiug-lit ogree that on special occasions, on
written. authority being obtained from the
local authority, appro' al might be given
for the carrying atf passengers in that
vehicle. It might happen that in a country
district such a vehicle, used generally for
the conveyance of g-oods, would he required
to carry, say, a team of footbalHers.

The 'Minister for I.ands: I remember that.
five or six years a"o, a picnic party uip your
way was wrecked in such a vehicle and somv
persons were killed.

Mr. SAMPSON: I would not advocate
the giving of approval except after close
examination of the vehicle. I notice pro-
vision in the Bill under which it is proposed
to take from the fund, provided in the
metropolitan pool a sirifirient amount for
road decking on the Perth Causeway, the
[Fremantle road bridge, portion of the Kar-
rakatta-road, and various other works, in-
cluding- portion of the Perth-York road and
portion of the Perth-Armadale road. The
Minister, when replying to the debate, might
informn the House whether this meansz that
the Armadale, X~elmseott. Oo-nel's, and
Greenmount road hoards' shaire of the traffic
fees 'will be affected.

The 'Minister [or W~orks: It will niot
affect those boards, Mnie. 1 suppose you
wouldn't like to know whether it will affect
the Perth City Council's share?

Mr. SAMPSON: The Perth City Council
have rating 1powers. and I do not think
their difficulties aire nearly so great as are
those of the Canining, MNelville. Goanells, or
Greenmount road boards and others affected.

The UMinister for Lands: Do Gosnells and
Greeninount come into the metropolitan
area?

The 'Minister for Works: Since I came
into office.

11r. SAMPSON - Only in respect of the
metropolitan motor licenses pool. The boun-
daries of the metropolitan area varY with
various Acts. In the 'Metropolitan Market
Bill the metropolitan area is only a portion
of the municipality of 'Perth. I have always
been pleased that the pooling principle was
adopted. For that, sonme aeknowledgment
has been :nade to the es-Mlinister for Works.
T ami alad the principle is being maintained,
.and I hope it wifll be extended. It might be
extended to meet instances 'where a urunici
pality is surrounded by a road district or

district-;, and the vehicles Licensed by the
municipalit 'y are used mainly in the sur-
rounding road dlistrict or districts. In those
instanceb. the Aicister should arrange fo.-
the poolin4_ and apportioning of the licens-
ing fees between the mnunieioality or the
road district or districts concerrned. In some
.such distriicts the municipality collects the
great bulk ot! the motor licensing fees, and
consequently ,thfe road district surrounding
the municipality is placed at considerable
(disadvantage. I1 regret to notice that no con-
sideration is *xtended to farmers who use
inotor trucks far the conveyance of produce,
or for thweco'tveynncee of goods from the
siding to the rin. This principle has been
acknowledged in the ease of horse-drawn
traffic, and the Mnflister -mighit wrell agree to
apply it to motor vehicles. Another matter
to which I desire to make reference is con-
tained in that porlion of the Traffic Act of
1924 relating' to fees charged for motor
hoses. When such a vehicle comes within
the mietropolita. area a charge oif 30s, per
seat on its carrying capacity is imposed,
r-ondlitional on the vehicle having- pneumatic
tvres. and this money is collected by the
metropolitan license pool. No portion of
this money is returned to the authority that
i~SLIeS the license.

Mr. 'Marshall: Why should it be?

Mr. SAMPSON2: Some portion should he
retuirned. because the district in which the
traffic is inlitiateCd is providing the roads for
most of the journey. The smaller authori-
ties have the greatest difficulty in seenuring
sufficient f-ids with which to maintain their
roads. I nope even now something may be
done to give _-tcater consideration to these
authorities. The position at present is not
equitable. it the eaise of the Darling Range
Road Board, for instance, the fees, colleeter!
are considerably less than those collected by
the metropolitan pool. No portion of the
fund in the pool is distributed in that dis-
trict, consequently the difficulty of main-
taining. the roads is very great. I am pleased
that it is proposed not to give power to
issue a transfer whben a vehicle is out of
o rd er. The M.kinister is to be commendedl
for the attention he Proposes. shall be
paid to the keeping of vehicles in
proper order. Owing to the bad state
of the roads, motor vehicles very soon
get out of order. The brakes require
constant attention The clause in question
will prove mosl. beneficial. Up to date the
State has enjoyed a good record in regard
to the paucity of motor accidents. I hope
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that record fli long be continued. One
clause in the Bill relates to the age of per-
sons to whom it is proposed to iscue licenses
According to [he Act the minimum age of
a person is IS years. Below that it is not
competent frv anyone to obtain a license.
The Bill states that in future the minimum
age shall he 19, but the Minister states that
in his opinion it should' be 21. 1 disagree
with that amnendmnent. In my opinion 18
years of age is old enough to warrant any
lad of muoderate intelligence and ability
being placed in control of a motor vehicle.

Mr. Sleeman: They are allowed to carry
a gun at 18.

Mr. SAMPSON: Boys of 18 were adjudged
to be qualified to go to the war. In many
respects they d& the work of a man..

The Premier: Although boys under 21
were adjudged to be qualified to go to the
war, they were not adjudged to be qualified
to have a vote for the Council. There were
thousands of these young men.

Mr. Thomson: Not very many.
The Premier: Hundreds of them went

from the goldfields, but they bad no vote
for the Council.

Mr. SAMPSON: Does the Premier sup-
port this restricti~ e legislation, wvhich would
stamip the Western Australia boy as; less
efficient than a boy in any other country?9

The Minister for Works: What nonsense!
In many countries they have to be 21 before
they get a license.

Mr. SAMIPSON: In Germany and else-
where on the Continent in the British Isles
and in the Eastern Stateg, the age is 18.

The M~inister for Works: Not in all the
Eastern States.

The Premier The secretary of your road
board has been misleading you.

Mr. SAMPSON: Can thie Minister men-
tion any of tie Eastern States where the
age is 211

The Minister for Works: I cruld mention
any number of' countries wvhere that is so.

,Mr. SAMUPSON: In the countries I have
mentioned a boy of 18 is deemed to be quali-
fled to have a license granted to him.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: What is the differ-
ence between driving a motor car and a
motor boat?

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know, for I
have never driven a motor boat. It is easier
to drive a motor car than it is to drive a
team of five horses.

Mlir. Thomson: My word, it is!
Mr. SAMPSON: I have driven both.

The Premier: It is not a question of toil;
but one of judgment and discretion.

Mir. SAMPSON: I agree. It is a matter
of temperament. A motor vehicle or motor
cycle is more easily handled than a horse-
drawvn vehicle. In the one ease there is
one person in control, but in the other ease
there is not only the driver but the horse or
horses to be taken into consideration.

The Premier: In the one ease you are
moving along at two or three mites an hour,
and in the other at 40 miles an hour.

Mr. SAMPSON: It is all a question of
the eontrol chat is in the hands of the driver.

The Premier; Of course it is!
Mr. SAMPSON: It would be safer to

drive a mnotor car at 25 miles than it would
be to drive a horse-drawn vehicle at perhaps
10 miles an hour, or less. I have acknow-
ledged the attention that the Minister is giv-
ing to these questions generally, hut I am
astonished that he should desire to increase
the age at which licenses may be issued. It
is usually the old. who find fault with, or
doubt the ability of, the young. The Minis-
ter is a comparatively young man, and has
not reached the age when he should doubt
the ability of a younger person. Boys of 18
drive and manipulate big aeroplanes. They
are found to be qualified for this work.

The Minister for Works: The traffic is
not so thick uip there.

11r. Lambert: There is no rule of the
road in that case.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, there is.
Mr. SAM'PSON: I would he prepared to

make the age less than 18. If a boy of 18 is
in good health, he is alert, capable and effi-
cient, and is eminently suitable for the driv-
ing of a motor vehicle. I have had to do with
motor cycles since 1903. I was a better
motor cyclist in that year than I could be
to-day.

Th~e Premier: There was nto motor cycling
then.

Mr. SAMPSON: There were motor cycles
in Perth in 1903.

The Premier: You are talking about push
bikes.

Mr. SAMPSON: What would the Premier
suggest with regard to push bikes? floes he
not know that push bikes constitute one of
the greatest menaces to traffic on our roads I
Would he declare that no one should ride a
bicycle until he was 21, or 13?

Mr. Panton: I would not allow any boy
out until he was 21.
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Mr, SAMPSON: I am sure the hon. mem-
ber is speaking in a bantering strain. He
would not like 0to wrap uip a boy in cotton
'wool, and treat him as a namby-pamby per-
son, one who was unable to ride and vontrol
either a push or motor cycle, or to man-
age a motor cal-. Of course, a boy of -iS can
do these things. It is a reflection upon every
boy iii Western Australia to suggest other-
wise. I have looked up the Encyclopaedia
Britannica to see what the position is in
other countries, and at what age a boy be-
conies a man.

Mr. Lambert: You have lived to be about
70 years of age&, and yet you have to look
uip an Encyclopoedia Britannica?

Mr. SAMNPSON: In northern countries
males mature between the age of 14 and 16,

adin trol iral coiartries the agre of inatur-
ifs' iq earlier. In 'Western Australia it is
customary, in the case of distressed widows,
to give assistance to their children, and boys
up to the agpe of 14 receive help. The State
assumes that at this age a boy is able to look
after himself.

The Premier: No. It assumes that he is
able to supplement the family :ncome.

Mr. SAMPSONL1: I suggest that at the age
of 1S a boy is able to look after a motor
cycle.

The Premier: What a comparison to make,
that because the State ceases to help a boy
.at the ag, e of 14, he can look after a motor
cycle when he is 18.

Mr. SAMPSON: That is thoroughly logi-
cal.

The Minister for Works: It is log-ical to
your illog-ical mind.

Mr. SAMNPSON: I do not think I have
made any offensive remark concerning the
Minister for Works.

The Premier: That is not offensive.
Mr. SAM1PS ON: Assistance is rendered

by the State to a boy uip to the age of 14.
After that it is assumed that he is partly, at
least, able to look after himself, because the
assistance ends then.

17he Premier : That is because of the
firarcial neoessitrv of the Treasury. T
should ike to be able to assist them very-
mnuch more.

Mr. SAMINPSON: I w-ant the Premier to
realise the financial necessity of the people
in general. If our bays are to be adjudged
incapable of doing something that they are
quite able to do, in what position will the
parents or the boys themselves he? Is it

to be made illegal for youths to take charge
of a motor car until they are 21 years of
age1I

The P'remier: The longer boys stay out
of motor ears, the better.

Mr. SAMPVSON: That is not so. The
earlier a boy starts to learn, the mote
ellicient he becomes as a driver, 1 ad mit, of
course, that all boys are not capable and
intelligent.

'rilie Prmuier: Should not capable and in-
teulligent boys of IS have the vate9

.)r, SAMPSON: Wthen alt is said and
done, the matter is in the hands of the in-
spector of police who conducts the tests.
Let him make the tests as severe as he thinks
desirable. [Lct the ladl who is examined be
pot through -his paces in such a way that
there will be no possibility of his being in-
eftlicient without the fact becoming manifest.

The Premier: In the time at his disposal,
the inspector of police would not be able
to test the boy's judgmient and discretion.

Mr. SAMNPSON: The Bill contains a
clause providing for examination tis to hear-
ing and eyesight. I understand that a nerve
test is also to be apiplied.

The Minister for Works: It is a question
of the applicant's judgment.

Mr. SAMPSON: A youth of 18 is quick
and alert. I would rather be in a ear with'
a boy of 18 than some men of considerably
greater age. The last thing I desire is to
cnidang-ei the lives of the people, and there-
fore I suggest that the tests he as severe
as the inspector can make them. I venture
to say that onl the average, a youth of 18S
who has passed the tests ill be a more
capable driver than a man~who did not begin
to learn driving until bie was, say, .35 years
of age. Thu younger one is, when bie learns,
thie more efficient does lie become. It is wvell
known to motorists that the drivers who are
oldar in years are the most dangerous on the
road. As the years pass, the keenness andi
alertness in a measure depart, and the driver
heoines comparatively careless. I hope the
Minister will abandon his idea of increasing
tie age. In moving- the second reading the
Minister said be would like to raise the age
to 21. Possibly' next year there may be a
Porosal to maleP it 20, and after that 21.
Thus for three years there would be no new
lads capable of securing a license. The boys of
Western Australia already have a sufficiently
difficult time. It is hard for them to learn
trades,. and hard for them to get work;, and
now it is proposed that they shall not be per-
mitted to drive motor cycles or motor cars
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until they are 19 years old. One matter to
which attention should be given is insistence
upon efficient silenicers in motor ears.

H~on. G. Taylor: X[ wish we had them in
this I-ouse.

The Premier: Ye;, those that operate by
pressing a button; and we could do with
accelerators, too.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am pleased that the
Minister has decided to amend Subsection 2
of Section 53, which empowers a local au-
thority to close a road if in the local au-
thority's opinion the road is dangerous to
traffic. The Minister, in my opinion very
properly, proposes to add to that subsection
the words "with the approval in writing of
the Minister." The effect of tile amendment
will be to bring the Belniont-Maida Vale-
road again into use.

The Premier: You wmist not say that. The
amendment was inserted with that object.
We had that road in mind.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1. am glad to hear it.
I assure the -Minister for Works that the
road hias never been dangerous to traffic,
notwithstanding that from the time it wa-
constructed not one penny-piece has bee,,
expended on its maintenance.

Mr. Clydesdale: The board have not got
the money to spend; that is tile reason.

Mr. SAMLPSON: The attitude of the Bel-
[noat Road Board has been scandalous. They
have prostituted their position as a local
authority. They have behaved very badly
indeed in closing the road. They could have
made an arrangement for its being repaired
to sone extent by one of the firms carting
over it. However, in spite of their plain
public duty, the board have fenced the road
across at each end. It requires an aniend-
meat of the law to bring them to a sense
of their responsibilities. I am grateful to
the Minister for his proposal. He has shown
remarkable forbearance to the board. If I
had been in his position for just a little
while, I would have taken steps to dissolve
the board.

Hon. G. 'Taylor: You arc inclined to be
hat-sl.

IMr. SAMPSON: The board's behaviour
was not in time public interest. Under the
existing law any local authmority can close a
road if they consider it dangerous to traffic,
wnd 1heiQ is no appeal. The Belmont Road
Board, without giving any opportunity for
protest, since the Act does not require that
opportunity to lie,-given, closed the road in
question. As the law stands, it is competent

for any other road board to close any other
road or street on exactly the same basis.

Mr. Clydesdale: That particular road is
positively dangerous, and you know it.

Mr. SAMLPSON: 1 would remind the hion.
member that the Belmont Road Board have
carted material over the road within the past
few weeks.

Mr. Clydesdale: Very little.
Mr. SAMPSON; That fact absolutely re-

buts the suggestion that the road is (langer-
out to traffic.

Mr. Lathim: 1 have been over it and
know it to be safe.

Mr. SAMPSON: Many people have been
over it. The whole business is a miserable
piece of hyprocrisy on the part of the Bel-
mont Road Board. If I were gifted with the
choqimence of the Premier, I would describe
the board's action in fitting terms. I am oidy
sorry that the Minister for Works has he-a
so considerate to the Board in this matter.
The proposed amendment will bring to an
end a disgraceful state of affairs in connec-
tion with that road. The present position
is that settlers who have provided seine of
the funds for the road find themselves, ats
the result of the action of the board, de-
prived of the legal uise of the road.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What has happened
to the road?

Hon. fl. 'Taylor: It is closed.
Mr. SAAPSON: One matter in whieh the

local authorities look to the Legislature
for ass-is ta,,e is the limiting of loads which
may be carried over various roads. Like the
Minister, T realise the great difficulty which
his department have to face in this connec-
tion. It is easy to say that a road vehicle is
licensed to carry a certain tonnage, but it is
,another thing to prove that the tonnage
actually carried exceeds that for which the
vehicle is licensed. In most eases it would
hie impossible to secure evidence showing
that a load reasonably estimated to weigh
lour ton s was more than two tons, as,
in thme majority of districts there is no
weialhbridee. I da resay the Minister has
giv~n consideration to this aspect, as

maniv people hare done; and I trust that
as time goes on means will be discovered for
limiting th' tor.nage carried by vehicles to
that for which they are licensed. The Bih;
also refers to insurance covering passenger
traffic. The principle involved might be de-
bated at -reai length. It opens up the
question whether all roa I-users should not
be required to take out third-party risk
policies. it is quite conceivable that the
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ri vt- ,f a sulky- or outher horse-drawn
vehicle might be a danger to other road-
users. flange: is inherent in every' walk of
liie. The point we have to consider is
whet her ixe can pr-operly insist upon in sur-
jinte oif tl~ose vehicles. I know it i.;
euicryn for the private]' owned and
drive,, motor vehicle to be insured, andI
that is a wieic precaut ion. In -Point of
fact, till road-asers, including pedestrians
face danger when they go upon the King's
highway.

S;wtng sfspr~zded from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.30]
One realises that an efficient Act is essential.
Generally speaking, the Bill is a godd one.
but I propose to deal with some of the
clauses and I trust the Minister will consider
sympathetically amendments we will suggest
during the Committee stage. Tbe advent of
motor transport has revolutionised road
problems and road traffic, while it has also
increased he cost of road construction. In
reply to the memiber for Murray-Wellington
(Mr. George), the Minister said that fines
collected had amounted to £6,230 and
costs to £1,947, while licenses totalled
£90,817, and drivers' licenses accounted for
£9.447, or a total of £108,442. That was
the amount ioflected in the metropolitan
area alone. It is quite safe to assume that
in the country districts the license fees paid
to the police and the motor fees paid to the
local authorities will amount to consider.
ably more, so that approximately £260,000
is paid each year te the State and local au-
thorities. It 4s necessary that control shall
be vested in somne authority, more especially
respecting ihose who are plying, for hire.
It is essential both for the safety of the
pedestrian and for the passeairer using the
vehicles. Not on; v should safe conditions
be provided hut a proper type of vehicle
should lie in .:stcd upon. Some vehicles
plyving for hire to-dayv will, should the Bill
become law, require to ho overhauled at
considerablc expengp or be driven off the
roads. I favour the Provision regarding
insurance.

The Minister Lar Works: Do you think
the amount suzgesled is sufficient?

Mr. THOMSON: It is very modest and,
as the Minister indicated, it affords those
plying for hire considerate treatment. I
favour the suggestion of the member for
Swvan (Mr. Sa-rpson) that a comprehensive
or tliird-p-tirty poiicy should be provided. I

do0 nt know if that would overload the bar-
den, for those engaged in the husiness. but
such a pro -ision would not only protect the
jasiengers, but ,.1so the interests of the
owners of the vehicles plying for hire. I
would not dreaim of taking out a picye,
other tihan a comprehensive or third-party
policy.

Mr. Sampson: It should be required for
every vehicle on the road.

Mr. THOMSON: Buit this will be a step
forward. There are one or two clauses to
which I lesire to draw special attention.
One is that which provides that the Com-
mnissioner of Polite in consultation with the
Commissioner of Railways may decide
whether or not a bus service may run to a
particular district. That is rather drastic.
If the powers contained in that clause were
carried out with due consideration for the
interests 3f various districts, no hardship
would result. On the other hand it is quite
possible that the power would be used to
absolutely prohibit motor buses from going
into various districts. I recognise the diffi-
culty confronting the Mdinister ad those
charged with the administration of the Act,
but we arc entitled, when discussing the
Bill, to see that the interests of the public
and particularly of those who may desire a
motor service in their district, are properly
safeguarded. I 'rust that'the Minister will
he able to tell us what the intention of the
department is on that point. I do not like
the wording of Clause 12 which provides
that the Commissioner of Police shall be the
sole licens ing- authority throughout the
State. I rohjcA to the police taking over
the whole of he control and collection of
licensing fees. Is that not the position?

The Minister for Works: No
Mfr. THOMSON: That is how I read it.

It is proJ)Jsed to delete the section of the
priniepal Act that provides for traffic in-
specters appointed by the local authorities
Section 20 includes the following:-

In each district there shall be a traffic in-
spector or two or more traffic inspectors ap-
pointed by the local authority. Each such in-
spector many grant any license which the local
authority has power to issue under this Act.

As I read it. that portion is to be deleted.
If I am wrong I shall be pleased to accept
the Minister's assurance.

The 'Minister for Works: I do not pro-
pose to alter the existing position at all
You are referring to inspectors.

Mfr. THOM1SON: If the Minister assures
Ine it is not the intention to place with the
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police the responsibility of issuing the whole
of the licenses for motor vehicles-

The Minister for Works: As a matter of
fact the police refused to do the work.

Mr. THOMSON: I accept the Minister's
assurance. The Bill proposes to lix the age
which a person must have attained before he
can secure a driver's license, at 19 years. I
do not agree with that and I hope the Mins-
ister wiji not insist upon it. There is an
additional proviso that applicants must sub-
mit themselves to a test, including a medical
examination. I do not aglee with the con-
tention of the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown), and I hope the fears of that bon.
member will prove groundless. I hope the
fact that a person is blind in one eye or deaf
in one ear, wvill not lpreclude him f romn receiv-
ing a license.

Mr. Marshall: You nmust admit that deaf-
ness is a big handicap when driving vehicles
in congested portions of the city.

Air. THOMSON: Some men who are
deaf in one ear hear quite as wveil as any
person not so affected. !he Bill provides
for dealing with persons possessing these
p~hysical defects, and before a license can be
granted to such persons they must; pass a
test. I know boys and girls of from 14 to
16 years of age in whose care I would trust
my life when they were driving a motor
car sooner than I would to much older peo-
ple. Under the Bill, before one can drive
a motor vehicle be must have reached the age
of 19 years. To-day country children aged
seven and eight have to drive miles to school
every day. Of course, I do not suggest that
they should be allowed to drive a motor car.
In any event, no parent would be foolish
enough to entrust to The care of a very
young boy or girl a c-ar that cost hundreds
of pounds, to say notning of the risk to
those boys and girls. Still, it is very much
easier to stop a motor ear than to, stop a
bolting horse, If boys of 14 or 16 years of
age are permitted to drive v team of horses
to the siding with a wagin-load of wheat, I
see no reason why we should increase the
minimum age of motor drivers from 18 years
to 19 years. As niotor drivers, boys or girls
of 18 years arc just as competent as they
would be at 19 years. Plenty of boys and
girls of 16 years of age arc quite competent
to drive motor cars. My own lboys% were driv-
ing at 14 years of age although. of course,
not alone; I was always with them, and I
bad absolute confidence 'a thenm. 1 hope the

K';!ter Till give Favourable consideration

to the amendment placed on the Notice Paper
by the member for Toodyay (Air. Lindsay).
The figures quoted by the member for Bev-
erley (Mr. C. P. Wansbrougb) were sent to
us by a farmer, who toited out that the
license tees he had to pay for his motor
vehices were equivalent to I 'Ad. per bushel
of his wheat. A 'nan who is using hisi wagon
only when taking his crop to the railway
station or to the mill, and for carting back
super. or stores is allowed a reduction of
three-quarters of the ordinary fee. Of
course, if a farmer is using his motor vehicle
for driving about the country, he ought to
pay the full fee.

'The Minister for Works: How would
you check that?

Mr. THOMSON : The local authorities
will knowv whether the farmer is using his
wn'agon continuously on the roads, and they
will not agree to lose three-fourths of his
license fee.

The Minister for Works: The farmer
himself might he a member of the board.

Mir. THOMSON: If so, his neighbours
will see to it that lie is not improperly al-
owved a reduction in the fees he ought to
pay. If it be right to exempt a wagon cart-
ing wool in a remnote district, the same
p~rincile ongI to apply% to a farmer's
inotor wagon used only for carting in pro-
duce to the siding and carting out super.
and stoics to the farm. A man ought not
to lhe charged full license fees for a wagon
usied only for those punrposes.

Mr. Withers: The principle would be
open to abuse.

Mr. THOMSON: All principles are open
to abuse. But for one man who would abuse
ii there are scores of iren who would abide
by it. Why penalise the whole of the far-
ming community for one wvho might abuse
the privilegel

Mr. Clydesdale: flow many farmers
would buy a motor wagon simply to cart
their wheat and their stores? Any who
did would deserve a have to pay thie full
licensing fee.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: WVell, of course.
AMr. Tl-IOIMSON: Before the Federal

Arbitration Court just now, one of the
arguments in favour of the 44-hour week
is the necessity for effivency. For the far-
mer to he efficient, he must have up to date
machinery. According to my frineds here,
the farmer should not have harvesters or
realpers and binders, but should go back to
the old sickles. Actually the man who pur-
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chases a motor wagon in order that he may
shift three or four loads a day, against one
with a horse-drawn vehicle, is striving for
efficiency. lie realises that his time is or
value, and that it pays him to cart in his
crop quickly and cart out his super. and
other requirements with equal despatch. I
am surprised at the interject-ion from the
member fot Guildford (Hon. W. D. John-
son), who is himself a farmer.

lion. W. ID, Johnson: lie knows some-
thing about it; apparently yon do not.

Mr. THOMiSON: Wbren the budding of
the Vurrainony railway was under discus-
sion the hon. member said he was doubtful
whether it ought to be built because, with
the increasing motor ransport, there was
a possibility of the line being unnecessary.
Yet heause a man euckavours to be up to
date with his methods, the hon. member
would penalise him. The farmer that has
a motor -wagon for carting his prodne to
the railway station cannot possibly keep9
that wagon going the whole year round.
Contrast the Jposition of a carrier running
a motor truck on the roads every day in the
year with that of a farmer doing only his
own carting. Yet the member for Guild-
ford argues that the farmer who uses the
roads during only portion of the year should
pay at the same rate as does the carrier who
uses the roads throug-hout the year. It is
not just and I hope sufficient support will
be forthconiing to carry the amendment of
whifch f have given notice.

Hon. WV. U. Johnson: You arc concerned
more about the agents than about the far-
mers.

Mr. THOMSON: Through out may re-
marks I have not mentioned agents, and I
am not concerned about them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Yes, you are.
Mr. THOMASON: I regret that the lion.

memiber should interject in that strain.
Tliere is another matter that I hope the
'Minister will consider. One of the clauses
provides that a minister of religion may
have his v'ehicle licensed free of charge when
it is used for religious or for his own pur-
poses. I hope the 'Minister will accept a pro-
viso to the clause iii order to givE similar ex-
emption to the fanner, railway gauger, or any
other man who has to keep a vehicle exclu-
sively to convey his ehidreii to school. The
children who liv-e in the metropolitan area
or in country towns experience no difficilty
in getting to school, but parents who live at
a considerable distance from a school have to
provide- and maintain a vehicle for their

children's transport. Members know that a
horse and vehicle cannot be maintained for
less than £30 a year.

Mr. Marshall: Surely a farmer would
be able to keep a horse for less than that!

Mr. THOMSON: Allowing for the feed-
ing and shoeing of the horse, and the wear
and tear on the vehicle, there would be little
left out of £30 a year. Mlany people in the
country districts have to keel) a horse and
vehicle e-xclusivelrv to coruv-c their children to
school.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Would not such a
man get a driving- allowance to cover that?

Mr. THLOMSON: I will deal with that
point in a moment. I have no desire thait
the rights or privileges enjoyed by ministers
of religion should be curtailed. They nre
called upon to travel long distances in order
to conduct religious services in remote dis-
tricts.

Mr. Marshall: For all the good they do,
I think we should impose the tax upon them.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not agree with
the hion. member. The ministers of religion
are doing good work, but if it is fair to
exempt their vehicles, it is only fair to
exempt vehicles used for convey' ing children
to school. The muember for Albany asked
whether the cost of maintaining a vehicle
to convey children to school would not he
covered by the driving allowance granted
by the Education Department. Perhaps the
hon. member does not know that the Edu-
cation Department have taken to themselves
the right to say to whom the driving allow-
ance shall he paid. They base it upon a
man's income. One man had a gross income
of £400, and the department told him he
was in a position to pay the cost of convey-
ing his children to school. Yet after de-
ducting the allowances permitted by the
Taxation Department, that man had a tax-
able income of only £126, and therefore was
not liable for the payfment of income tax.
Some members migrht argue that a charge
of 1.59. per wheel for licensing A vehicle to
carry children to school is a very small mat-
ter, and that a parent should be thankful
for being in a position to pay it. I hope
the Minister will see the justice of waivinq
this charge. Another ame-ndment is needed
to obviate the present necssity to PAY a1
double driver's license. Tf may own a Ford
car for which Tf have to pay 5s. for a driver's-
license. If I buy a Ford truck, T hare to
pay another 59. for the privile '- of driving
the truck. That is not fain. Tf A man owns

891
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a car and a truck, surely to goodness it
should be sufficient for him to take out one
driver's license.

Mr. Chesson: He would take out only one
driver's license.

Mr. THO2ISON: No fear. A man might
own a motor cycle, for which he must take
out a driver's license. If he is working for
an employer and driving a motor truck , he
must take out a driver's license for the
truck. It is quite possible for one man to
have to bold three driver's licenseg, one for
his motor car, one for his motor truck, and
one for his motor cycle.

Mr. El. B. Johnston: But he could drive
six cars if he had one car license.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes. The Minister
should consider this matter; one driver's
license should be sufficient. The Bill gives
power to make regulations to prohibit or
restrict the driving or hauling of ag-ricul-
tural machines, including tractors and
ploughs, on roads. I hope the IMinister will
explain the reason for inserting that pro-
vision. N6 doubt the reply will be that it
was a resolution of the road board confer-
ence, but with all due respect to that body,
the provision is unnecessary because it is
sufficiently covered in the principal Act.
Section 41 of the Act gives power to regulate
the use of roads with a view to preventing
undue damage or obstruction, to define what
is heavy traffic, to prohibit the passage of
heavy or obstructive traffic, to prescribe the
maximum weight that may be taken across
any bridge or culvert, to prohibit or regu-
late the use on any road of any vehicle not
having the nails in the wheels countersunk
as may be specified, and to prohibit or regu-
late the drawing or trailing of any sledge,
timber, or beav-y material on any road. That
power and the provision to recover the value
of any damage done to a road should be
sufficient. It is not right to prohibit or
restrict the driving or hauling of agricul-
tnal machines on roads. At any rate, the
Minister should tell us why suchb a clause
is considered necessary.

The Minister for Lands: Are not a lot
of the road board members farmers?

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, and doubtless there
have been instances of roads having been
dainaeed, but the boards already have suffi-
*!ient power to deal with suich contingencies.

The Minister for Lands: One thing- you
ire forgotten is that the traffic fees are ap-

ed to maintain the roads.

Mr. THOMSON: I am pleased that the
traffic fees collected outside the metropolitan
area are retained by the local authorities.

The Minister for Lands: And yet you ask
for more exemptions.

Mir. THOMNSON: I think the Minister for
Lands will agree that a vehicle used entirely
for conveying children to school should be
licensed free of charge.

The Minister for Lands: And one big
hole in the road might cost the parent more
in the way of medical expenses than he
would pay by way of license fees in a life
time.

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot follow that
reasoning. The total proceeds of the fees
derived from vehicles used to convey child-
ren to school would not be spent upon one
road. To exempt such vehicles from the
payment of license fees is only just.

The Minister for Lands: It might mean
that you will have to strike higher rates.

Mr. THOMSON: The figures supplied by
the department to the member for Murray-
Wellington (Air. George) show that E108,442
was paid in motor fees, drivens' licenses,
fines, etc., and it is safe to assume that con-
siderably more is paid in the outside dis-
tricts. Those figures applied to petrol-pro-
polled vehicles only.

The Mini ster for Works: It is about
fifty-fifty.

Mr. THOMSON: We have the cart and
carriage licenses, and all wagons and
lorries upon which the license fee is levied.
Out of the fees that are being collected,
quite one quarter of a million pounds is
being paid to the local authorities, and in
the metropolitan area to the traffic branch.

The Minister for Lands: If the money
wecre not paid by means of fees it would
be paid by means of rates. It would make
no diference.

Mr. THOMSON: If it is logical to ex-
enmpt certain people from taxation, it
should also be logical to grant exemptions
under the traffic laws. I have referred to
one exemption. All I ask is that the same
principle should be applied to the motor
wagon as is applied to ordinary lorries and
wagons, andl that there shall also be exemp-
tion in the ease of school children. That is
a reasonable and fair request. I hope the
Minister will give these requests every con-
sideration. I will support the second read-
ing of the Bill.
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MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.17J: 1
support the Bill in general. Possibly in
Committee we can assist the Minister to
frame someinglil that will be suitable to
the present traffic conditions. I appreciate
the diffculties confronting him, and also
those with which he wvill be faced if hie
raises the age limit from 18 to 19, as affect-
ing people wiho may get licenses. I should
prefer to see the age reduced. Boys of 17
and 18 have a far greater knowledge of
muachinery, and are more capable of driving
motor vehicles, than many older men and
women who are driving in the towns to-day.
Farmers' son~s and other boys make good
drivers at an age youinger than 18. 1 fail
to see why the limit should be increased.

Hon. G. Taylor: It might be limited to
thle cities.

Mr. J. H. SMI1TH: I do not see why the
city boys should be penalised. We are here
to (10 the best we can for the country dis-
tricts. The 31inister told the House about
the problems of heavy traffic. They arc
questions that require the attention of all
members. In my district, where the rain-
fall is very heavy in the winter, the Min-
ister by regulation debarred people from
using the roads for certain months. He is
thus penalising an industry which is the
life-blood of the South-West. I refer to
the tinrl~er industry, which represents% so
great ant asset to the cou ntry. It is agreat
problem to know how ro keep vehicles on.
the roads in winter. It might be possible
to do so by limiiting the weight that may be
carried on any vehicle. If a contractor,
whose vehicle can carry 'vtwo or three tons.,
is limited to one ton or 31/2 tons, according
to. the powcr, instead of travelling slowly,
he will speed up, and thus will do more
damrage to the road titan if he carried a
heavier load at a slower rate. The Min-
ister said that roads on which many
thousands of pounds had been spent had
been ruined, and' that it would take mnore
to reconstruct them than it had taken to
Ibuild thenm in the first place. The only way
to overcome that difficulty is to build sub-
stantial Toads. The more gravel that is put
on a road, the worse it becomes. Once a
vehicle breaks through the crust during the
heav-y winter rains the roads become boggy.
The roads have never been in such a deplor-
able state as they are in-to-day.

The Mlinister for Lands: That appertains
right through the country.

MrL. J. 11. SAETH: I put that all down.
to motor traffic.

Hion. G. Taylor: It is an abnormal set of
c'ond it ions.

Mir. J. l-I. SMITH : No. It is said that
motor vehicles do less harm to a road than
horse-draun vehicles, but 1 think they do
more harm. Prior to the advent of motor
traffic one could travel over the roads in
comparative comfort; hut nowi that motor
traffic has increased to such an extent it is
im~possible to travel over any road in thle
South-West in comfort.

iMr. Mlarshall: Is that not due to the
prcsjzerity alid growth of the districts con-
cerned?7

Mr. J. H-. SMITH: No. In years gone
by the [itl-er industry was more active
than it is to-day.

AMr. Marshall: But there are other indus-
tries there now.

Mr. J. II. SMITH : Not so many
more, but possibly there is more vehicular
traffic. A timber carter in the South-West
has to pay a license fee. First of all the
local authority, uinder the Minister, charges
a fee for heavy traffic. The fee is paid to
enable the carter to carry materials or
products over Ihe road. The local authority
then says to the man, "Our roads will not
carry you; therefore we have to get the
Minister's consent to close them for four
months." The regulations governing this
o-. now lying on the Table of the House.
Roads ifl lay district have been closed from
June until the end of September.

Mr. Marshall: Have von moved to dis-
allow those regulations?

Air. J. H. SMITH: No. I have received
protests. The local auithorities must do
something~ to maintain the roads so that the
public may travel over them. This is one
of our problems. I do not know if it can
he overcome by fixing the weight that may.
be carried by any vehicle. I am glad the
Minister has promised to pay a visit to Ihe
district, whtetn the case will be put before
hint. One carter came along with a truck
carrying six or seven tons, and used the road
only for three weeks. It is estimated that
in that pcriod he did damage to the roads to
the extent of E400. The local authority sent
him an account for that sum. I said to
them, "You have licensed the vehicle, he has
paid the fee; what chance have you of col-
lecting the money"? Something must be
done in a ease of that sort.

Mlr. Marshall: God speed the advent of
aviation.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not know how
sleepers could be carried through the air.
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The member for York could see no reason
why the Causeway should not be made a
national work. I ala opposed to the nation-
alisation of that structure. Perth should
be able to pay f or the upkeep of its own
roads, just as the country districts do.

Mr. Thomson: It is the only artery lead-
ing in and 'out of the city.

Mr. J1. HI. SMNITH: It is a gateway as
between towns, ina the same way that the
bridge over the Blaekwood River is the gate-
way between towns.

Air. Thomson: I would not support that
principle too much if I were you.

Air. J. H., SMITH: This should not be
mnade a national work, any more than the
bridge over the Blaekwood River. I hope
in Committee the Minister will permit cer-
tamn necessary amendments to he made.
Every member desires to have the Traffic
Act, the regulations, and the fees altered
to suit all the conditions in the State, and
not those existing in any particular part of
it.

The Minister for Laends: If you reduce
the fees too much your roads will remain
as they are.

Mr. J. HI. SIMiTH: I do not suggest that
the fees should he reduced.

The Ministe.- for Lands: I know how bad
your roads are.

Mrt J_ 11. SMIT11: Those who use the
roads should pay fur them. The member
for Katanriing- referred to the school child-
ren. We would like to see all these privileges
-iven free. The sulky or vehicle that is used
for the can.ying of the children to school
muay also he used to take the father anid
mnother to somec special function.

M1r, Withers: Surely not!
Mr. 3. H. SMITH: It is not used for the

one purpose only. It may be used to take
the parents to church or to a picnic.

The M inister for Lands:- We were not p re-
viously aware that the farming community
was so wealthy that it could afford a vehicle
at all.

'Mr, J. H. SMXITH: Parents will make
great sacrifices in order to give their children
an education. In my district children drive
six or eight miles to school. A horse-driven
vehicle is much harder to control than a
power vehicle. I have seen boys of 15
driving a team of horses.

Mr. Marshall: In most cases the horses
are selected for that job.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have seen boys of
1.5 breaking- in horses, and driving- and rid-

in- them., The horses are not by any mes
selected.

The Minister for Lands: Most of the ub
circa who go to school in your district go
horseback.

Mr. 3. 11. SM\ITH: Yes, but many
them drive to school.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margate
[8.30] : I have no desire to discuss the B
oii the second reading, as it is purely
Committee measure. We already have
our statute-book laws for the control of me
roads. After six years' experience of t
present Act the MNinister controlling t
measure has decided that it is necessary
bring down an amending Bill for the pt
pos of tightening up that Act and givi
to the M\inister, the police, and the 1o(
governing bodies the necessary power
make traffic safq. Accordingly there is
occasion for long speeches on the seeoi
reading. In Committee we sh~alI have amf
opportunity to thrash out paints of ti
agreement. I rose merely to ask the Mi
ister whether it would be possible to inelu
iii this Bill some power to make it easi
and more effective to deal with persons w
have so little respect for human life as a
police records disclose. Drivers of mat
cars in this State, as in other parts of t
world, hae showni a supreme contempt f
humian life and suffering. That remark,
cauIrse, applies to bunt a very few drive
Trhose few, however, should be subject to
special penalty, and the mode of procedu
in such cases should be laid down in the B.
If ii driver collides, -with a human being
a vehicle anti proceeds on his way ignuori
the aercident, lie should he subject to
special punishment, having regard to the
hunianity, of which, prima facie , lie is gull
AI driver who cor. tciously meets with an
eIiilt ias a plain dlutt' to see 'what assistar
hie vnn render to the injured. That is t
humni't wii proper course. In ConimitteE
sh all endeavour to secuire the insertion of
new clause I rovidugl special p~unishm~lent I
the ty' pe of driver who knocks down a pi
son and then continues on his jlourney.

Mr. 'Marshall: There is one in this ci
Hnd 1 would like to know who he is.

Hon. 0. TA)b-L0: I too would like
know, anid therefore I shall not be too sev4
in my remarks. The suggestion has be
made that it would be proper to chat
such persons with manslaughter. Still. I
not wish to '-o so far. But if I were star
ilg hy wheni a man in a mnotor car wilfu
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mocked down a human being and] simiply
eroeedced on his wray, then, if I had a gun
rvith me, I beliere I would drop him on the
rack because of his inhumanity. I hope
hiat in Committee hion. members will try to
reach such persons, though fortunately there
ixre not many of them. Men who have no
iynilnathy for others should be compelled by
Ienislation to keel) somewhere within bounds.

MR. MANN (l'crth) [8.5] : Previous
3peak'ers 'iave addressed themselves to mat-
ters affecting the electors they represent, and
it is my duty to put before the House the
position .9, i t affects the Perth City Council.
Unler thi%; Bill Cte Minister for Works pro-
poses to divide the tax in a manner which
apparently will leave little money for dis-
tributiou. Hitherto the preservation and
repair of Lhe Pcr-th-Fremantle road has been
met out *3f the tax prior to distribution.
Now, howeveir, the Minister proposes to take
a great deal more of the tax. I wvish to
bring under his notice the circumstance that
the cost of the preservation of the Perth-
Fremuantle road from the city boundary to
the Fremantle bridge is to be taken out of
the fund before distribuation. However,
there is that long stretch of road leading
from Barrack-street to the cit.v boundary,
with the river on one side and King's Park
on the other, in respect of which no rates
are or can he collected. Nevertheless, the
City Council have to meet the full cost of
maintaining thtit road. The whole of the
heavy traffic comnig from and going to Pro-
man tie passes over that stretch of road.

The MAinister for Lands: That is not so.
There are two roads.

Mir. 'MANN: Of course there are two
roads, but this is the road over which the
heavy traffice passes, and the Mfinister knows
that.

The Mfinister for Lands: I do not know it,
Air. MANNI: Then I inform the Minister

that it is so. If it is thought necessary to
take from the tax the money needed to
maintain the Pcrth-Fremnantle road, then
that Iong stretch of road to which I have
referred should be included in the distribu-
tion, seeing that ,lromn it the City Council
receive no rates whatever, though it serves
the same purpose as the Perth-Fremantle
road.

The Mlinister for Lands: For a start, do
not all the eherabaucs use the Karrakratta
road?

Mr. MANN: I do not think they do.
Mr. Pan ton: Yes, they do.

M r. MAUNN: Suppose they do, it is only
at very smail portion of the traffic.

The AMinister for Lands: Oh, is it?
MNJr. MANN: If the fact were otbenwise,

that would not make the Government's
uigtuiieiit sound. If, as the Minister ap-
parently thinks, it is necessary to keep that
other part of the road in order, why should
not the part within the City boundary be
kept in orderl The M1inister provides in
the Bill for- the upkeep of the Karrakatta-
road. I suggest he shoulO also include in
the Bill the long !trrtch of road within the
City boundary.

The 'Minibter for Lands: The other road,
after it leaves IKarrakatta, is maintained by
the tramaways.

MYn MANN: The tramline is right off that
roa d.

The Minister for Lands: -When the trains
come into Perth, they go by Hay-street.

Mr, AN7N: I am speaking, of the route
along M-ount's Bay' -road by the river. If
the matter had been prominently brought to
the Minister's attention previously, be would
probably have included that padt of the road
in this Bill. The Minister will recognmise, that
the City Council receive no revenue from
property along that part of the road having
the river on one side and King's Park and
Mt. FEliza on the other. Moreover, that is
an expensive piece of road to maintain,
and the City Council find it a heavy drain
on their revenuie. I hope that in Committee
the Minister wili accept an. amendment in
that direr ion.

The, Minister for Lands: The heavy
vehicles youi speak of arc owned by people
who lire :u the City.

Mir. MANN: That is not so.
The Mlinister for Lands: It is so.
Mr. MANN: If it Were so, then that cir-

cumstance would not makre the position any
better for le. City Council. who do not re-
ceive the ecs from the vehicles. If they
did receive those tees, there might he some-
thing in the Minidter's interjection.

The Minister for Lands: The Perth City
Coun cil got all tbe benefit for many years.

Mir. MANSN: But the fees go into a pQol.
If the City Council were getting all the
fees to-day, they would be much better off.

The Min ister for Lands: I know they
would.

Mir. MTANN: In the year prior to the
operation (if the existinr Traffic Act the
City' Connedl received £4,733 in traffic fees,
whereas in 1921 they received only £2,729.
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The Minister for Works: I suppose the
City Coun-il will admit that they have re-
ceived a lot more since I have been in office
than they received previously.

Mr. MA\NN: They do admit that, but with
the increase in traffic fees of late years they
would now be rcceiving, at the rate of £7,000
or fS,O00 a1 year.

The Mlinister for Works: There would be
a revolution outside the Cit4 boundaries if
that state of alfairs existe.

Mr. M1ANN: I ami not sug-gesting that
that state 'if affairs should exist I do urge,
however, that the Minister in making his
distribution shojli act equitably towards the
City Couneil.

The Minister for Works: They have told
me they are getting a better deal from me
than they ever had previously.

Mr. MANN: They admit that the Minister
has been t ilr and reasonable. I suggest that
he should nwt oppose my amendment. An-
other matter I wvsh to mention at this stagme
is the amen iment proposing to insert the
words "the Con.missioner of PulIice" in. Sec-
tion 2. Does thc; Minister intend that the~
Commissmone': of Police shall distribute the
tax I

The Mtinisi~er for Works : No.
A Tr. MANN: Hie is merely to have con-

trolY9
The M in;ister for Works: Yes.
Mr. MANN: The Minister will still dis-

tribute the taxt
The Minister for Works: Yes.
Mr. MANN: There should be some scale

or basis of distribution.
The Minister foe Works: There is.
Mr. MA\ TN: Ts it in this Bill!
The "Minister for Works: N(,.
The Minister for Lands: The scale was

arranged at a conference of all the local
authorities with the previous Minister for
Works.

Mr. M,1ANN: The Perth City Council wish
to know upon whet scale the distribution
will take place?

The Minister for Works: The City Coun-
cil and every other local authority have9
been definitely advised by me as to that.
They said they could not get the infornut-
tion from The previous Minister, but they
certainly hare had it from mue. I will tell
the House about it presently.

Mr. MTANN: I wouild advise the Ministe-
to put the scale into the Bill, so that it will
be there for all timie instead of merely
existing at the whim (if MIinisters who
come and go.

The Minister for Works: I have altered
it since It have been in office.

Mr. AN~kN: The City Council admit that
the Mlinister has beeii reasonable and even
generous, hut another Minister may come
along and view the matter in a different
light.

The Mtinister for Works: Then the best
thing you can do is to see that I ani kept in
office.

Mr. MfANN: That is another story.
The Premier : Your objec-tion will no~t

arise for the next teb years.
Mr, ANN: . I suggest to the Minister

that he include in the Bill provisions set-
tiug out the maniner in which, and the scale
uipon which, the fees shall be distributed.
When framing their estimates for wvorks to
be put in hand, the City Council would like
to know what revenue to expect. U~nder
the existing systemi they have not that
opportunity.

The Minister for Works: There is no
possible way of telling them that.

Mr, MANN: But there would be if the
Minmister fixed the scale in the Bill.

The Minister for Works: They have had
the scale from me.

Mr. MAN\N: But as it is now, the scale
can be chatiged from time to time.

The Alinister for Works: It cannot be
chianged during a year.

Mr. Thomison: The revenue may increase.
The Alinister for 'Works: There has been

a phenomienal increase this year-.
Mr. MANN: While the amount of rev-

enue may% increase, the scale does not in-
crease, and we ask the Minister to include
the scale in the Bill. Then local authorities
will know whbat they may expect to receive,

The Minister for Lands: You could not
possibly know that.

Air. TMANN : But the local authorities
would have a better idea if that were done.

The Minister for Lands: They know what
they received last year, and thecy can esti-
mate on that basis.

Mr. MAKI\: They uiiy anticipate that
the Mfinister will distribute the funds on
the Same scaile as last year but, on the other
hand], he may not do so. The requests I
have made are reasonable, and I trust the
Mtinister will acc(ept amendments to the Bill
along those lines. They will not affect the
distribution or the administrationm, hut wIll
h-e of benefit to local authorities, partieni-
Iiriy thle City Council.
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MR. DlAVY (West Perth) [8.47]: Un-
doubtedly some of the provisions of the Bill
are necessary if for no other purpose than
to legalise the illegal regulations under
which motor buses have been operating
hitherto. Motor buses have been regulated
and their licenses endorsed quite outside
any law in existence up to the present. The
mister will admit that fact. Officials

have admitted it, and the remarkable thinz
is that nobody has cballengd it so far. It
is remarkable on the face of it, hut not so
remarkable when we realise that since the
motor bus industry' sprang into existence,
it has become more or less a monopoly.
People with a monopoly are just as anxious
to keep it as other people may be to destroy
it. No attempt has beeu made to test the
undoubtedly illegal acts of tbe Administra-
tion in endesvouring to rest-riet the move-
menits of buses to particular routes.

The Minister for Works: We have flower
to do that.

Mr. DAVY: The NIinister has power to
prescribe routes that must be followed by
motor buses, but what the law does not
provide is power for the Minister to sa-
that a particular motor bus can run only
bctwvecn two narticular points. The Bill
that the Minister has introduced is, in
effect, an admission that in the past no
power existed to authorise what has been
done.

The lIinister for Works :Everyone
knows it is necessary.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps so. There was
really* no one to challenge what was being
done, Vecause it could onlyv be tested by
sowaehrdy charged with contravening the
regulations. As those enjoying the miono-
poly, were rot anxious to have the business
thrown open for everyone to rush into, one
can understand the position. A ertain
amoi'nt of regulation is required, hbut I am
not prepared to go nearly as far as the
Minicter asks Parliament to g so. One
feature of the Pill that has been armued to
some extent to-niaht is that in which the
Minister suggests that the age of a person
who may ble licensed to drive a motor car
shall be fixed at 10 years. The Minister
suggested the danger of granting a license
to a youth of 18, as opposed to g-ranting a
license to one of 19 y ears of age. I realise
that thep !,atter is an arbitrary aee. The
Minister argved that in case of emerg-
ency ' v outh "-as less likel 'y to rise to
the occasion than would be an older man.
The Mlinister was rather unhappy in hh3

selection because, if there is one class of
crisis that is best met by youth, it is, I sug-
gest, an emergency. Judgment is not what
is required in such circumstances& Tbe cir-
cumstances have to be met so speedily that
judgment has no time to operate.

The Minister for Works: Judgment is
what is required in sueh circumstances.

Mr. DAVY: .No, speed of action.
The Minister for Works: A good judge of

pace is what is wanted.
Mr. DAVry> Good judgment of pace does

not enter into a case of emergency. When an
emergency arises, what is required is the
youth's speed of action between eye, hand
and foot. If I were faced with an emer-
gency, I would prefer a youth of 18 to be
in charge of the car rather than a man of
58 years. I admit that there is a tendency
on the part of youths to drive too fast, al-
though lplenty of older men can be found
who are inclined to do the same thing. It
seems quite beside the question, and 1 can-
not see that it will serve any good purpose,
to raise the age from 18 to 19 years. The
Minister said he would like to raise the age
to 21 years, bitt why does he stop there
There is no mnoment in the life of a human
being "hen, with a quick change, he ceases
to be a youth and becomes a man of judg-
ment. It is a gradual process and, for the
purpose of driving motor cars, a human
being 18 years of age is probably as com-
petent as lie ever will be, and much more so
than he will become in old age. One clause
of the Bill causes me a certain amount of
amusement. It is a trap set for us by the
Minister into which we are asked to wvalk,
and if we do so, we will certainly deserve to
be considered very simple.

Mr. Marshall: It is a sort of "tcome into
iny parlour."

Mr. DAVY: Yes. We have walked into
the trap once. The Mfinister and the Pre-
mier have been perfectly candid, and told
us exactly what this trap means, in what

drcinit leads, and therefore I hope bon.
members will pause before accepting the
proposal. The Minister has included an
innocent-lodking new clause providing for
compulsory insurance by owners of motor
vehicles used for conveying passengers. He
provides that the insurance shall be done
with an officre doing business within the
State and approved of by the Miinister. We
had a similar instance in the Workers' Comn-
peni-ation Act, and we agreed to it because,
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in our innocence, we thought the provision
was included in order to protect the claim-
ant in an application for workers! compen-
sation against an employer not able to pay,
and also to protect a poor employer against
the disaster that might befall him when re-
quired to mneet a claim for £750 on account
of the death of a person employed by him.
We thought the insertion of the words "ap-
proved by the Minister" would merely en-
able the Niinister to satisfy himself that the
company, with whom the employer was in-
sured, was aI genuine company, not a humbug
company with no capital and no more sta-
bility than the person taking out the policy.

Mr. Richardson: It was regarded as a
gu1arantee of good faith.

Mr. DAVY: We have been disillusioned.
The Minister has claimed since that the pro-
vision gave him the right-although we did
not appreciate the fact at the time-to fix
premiums to he paid to the company to be
approved by him.

The Minister for Works: Parliament
would have been wrong had it not given me
that power.

AMr. DAVY: Whatever I may think of
the eapacit * and honesty of purpose of the
Minister, I do not think he is sufficiently the
master of everything, that he has sufficient
time, or that his capacity is sufficiently above
that of the average human being to enable
him, in the midst of his multitudinous duties,
to constitute himself a premium-fixing corn-
mission. .%tttnipts have been made in the
past to fix the prices of the necessaries of
life, both ins this and other States, and it
has been recognised generally that that task
required the efforts of an independent body
of three or four highly skilled persons.

The Minister for Lands: Are not highly
,skilled persons also required in this in-
stancel

Mr. DAVY: Whatever the capacity of the
Minister for Works may be. I do not think
he can te rcmirded as a hiighly skilled person
to determine the question of insurance
premiums.

The Minister for Lands: Ministers have
technical advisers.

Air. nAVY: Of course, selected by them-
selves! If it is right that the premiums
should he fixed by law, then it should be
done by a commission appointed by the
Rouse. It should not he left to the hasp-
hazard way experienced on the last occasion
under which the Miniqter selected those per-

sons he thought fit to do the work. If we
are to have the premilums chargeable by
insurance companies fixed-it is immaterial
to the agreenment, whether that is good or
bad-let LIS say honestly that we intend it
to be doue, and let Parliament appoint a
number of skilled persons !u undeitake the
duty.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
we would agree? I might think one man
more skilled than you were prepared to
admit.

Mr. DAVY: I would be perfectly satis-
fied if a cotmission were appointed by the
Government for the purpose, in pursuance
of statutory power, of fixing the premiums
in connection with the insurance companies.

The Minister for Works: That is what
happened.

Air. DAVY: If the Minister candidly
asked us to create a new statutory body for
the purpose of fixing the premiums of in-
surance companies, and specified that one
should be a qualified actuary, another a
nominee of the insurance companies, and the
third a nominee of the Government, we
would have a reasonable prospect that what
they% fixed would he a fair and proper thing.
Rut th6 Minister by implication is asking us
to give him alone, not the Government, the
right, in his own way, either with the help
of his ownr genius or with the assistance of
any persons lie chooses to nominate, the
enormous power of fixing the. pitemium.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And so putting some
of the companies out of action.

Air. DAVY: That is the first bright idea
that cn be seen behind this innocent little
thing' I remind members that when we in-
cautiously passed a similar provision in the
Workers' Compensation Act the phrase was
"an incorporated insurance company doing
business in the State." That little word "in-
corporated" has been mnissed this time.

The premier: Since you have shaken off
your early innocence you are becoming sus-
picious.

-Mr. DAVY: Perhaps I was too innocent
when I came here, but 1 cannot help noticing
that that word "incorporated" has been
dropped out since the Workers' Compensa-
tion Act was lpassed. Another point: the
Premier has assured us that the natural
eorollary-howv I do hate that term! We
arc suffering from natural corollaryitis in
this community. We are led on from one
thing- to another, because always are we told
that the next thing is the natural corollary
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of the last. L et mie repeal, the Premier has
told us that the natural corollary of coipul-
sary insurance is State insurance. So in
this innocent, little proposed new section of
the Tralic Act we have a new State insur-
ance department. It cannot be avoided.
Takin'. the statement of the Minister for
Works and the Premier's statement, this in-
evitably commits us, if we pass it, to a new
State insurance department.

The 'Minister for Works: I never said
anything, about a new State insurance de-
pa rtment.

Mr. DAVY: No, I amt saying it.
The Minister for Works: But you said,

according to the Premier and to me.
Mr. DAVY: I said the inevitable infer-

ence, according to the statements of the
Minister for Works and of the Premier, from
an even more innocent provision than this
is that it means a new State insurance de-
partment.

The Premier: Be careful in drawing your
inferences.

Mr. DAVY: I defy any one to disagree
with the inference I am drawing. The Min-
ister for Works says he is to be able to
fix the premiums to be charged by any in-
surance company. The Premier says the
natural corollary of compulsory insurance
is a State insurance department. What is
more certain titan that the -Minister will
refusec to approve of the company? Because
here is, a brand new kind of insurance that
thrv will be called upon to hand out.

The Nlinister for 'Works: Oh no.
MAr. DAVY': Tt is quite different from any-

thin.- we have had.
The Minister for Works:. Scores of such

policies are in operation to-day.
M.%r. DAVY: Of course. I hare one my-

self. But it is not the same. There is not
one like this in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: Nonsense! Any
nnmber of men with cars take out that in-
surance now.

M1r, DAVY: Not this insurance. It is
quite different. The insurance that the Mlii-
ister-I think I have seen him driving a ear
-and I take out is an Insur-ance covering

accidents to the ear and third party risk to
the extent of £2,000. Here it is proposed
that each owner of a vehicle shall take out
cover in resnect f £100 for each passenger
th? vehicle is lieensed to carry. Admittedly
it is on the same principle; but it will re-
quire woerkinz out on a new set of figures.
And the Mrinister will be in a position to say,
"IT do not like your figures, and T -will not

approve of them." Then the Premier will
come along, and say, "The natural corollary
of this is a State insurance department."
So, they play into each other's hands. I
will give the Minister for Works credit for
having been extremely clever about it.
He has created exactly the same position here
as he did with the Workers' Compensation
Act. If we pass the section it is unavoid-
able; but, by heavens! if we do pass it -we
will do it with our eyes open this time.

The Premier: We do not want to be forced
uinder this Act to do something that we do
not want to do-as we had to do before.

Mr. DAVY: There could be no spectacle
more pleasing to me that to see the present
Clovernuient forced to do something that
they do not want to do; when everybody
knows that they were deternined to do it
before they got into office, that the doing of
it was a plank of their own fighting plat-
form. It must have been delightful to be
able to work up a situation that enabled
the Government to do what they wanted
while pretending that they were being- forced
to do it.

The Mfi nister f or La nds: No pretending; it
is a fact.

'Mr. Sam pson: It was doing good by
stealth.

M'r. DAVY': Hlowever, I do not wish to
say anything more about this clause. Had
we Tnt had the experience we have had in
respect of cornpulsory insurance under the
Workers' Compensation Act, we might easily
have been induced to think that this was a
quite innocent. and pierhiaps even meritor-
ious, measure.

The Minister for Workb: I may still eon-
"mnec you that it is.

Mr. DAV Y: I do not think so. Had we
not had the experience we have had, we
mig-ht possibly have accepted it; but we
hav-e learnt our lesson, and I do not think
we shiall he caught again.

The MNinister for Works: I know the les-
son you oucht to have learned, but you have
not.

Mr. DAVY: Perhaps so. I do not know
whether to call the Minister reactionary, or
unduly progressive, or quite how to describe
him. I had formed the opinion that almost
universally it was held tLo-day by all shades
of political opinion that what we were suf-
erinz from in Western Australia, indeed
throughout Australia, was too much central-
isation; that what we nceded was tt, let the
people manage their own local affairs, so
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far as it could be conveniently done. I
thought we had wvorked out a fair system of
local government which, although having
many defects, and being capable of con-
siderable improvement, nevertheless carried
on the local affairs of the country with
moderate skill. Admittedly, one might
point in many directions to faults owing to
the system. For instance, one found that
roads used by masses of traffic flowing be-
tween two great points were expected to be
maintained by local authorities having but
a small revenue. Some form of Main Roads
Bill was necessary to deal with that situa-
tion. Whether our own local Act and the
recent legslation passed by the Federa"
Parliament will do that, remains to be seen.
But the Minister apparently thinks the Gov-
ernment are not only the best judges of
wvhat is good for the State, but the best
judges also of what is good for every local
authority in Western Australia. And, not
content with collecting all the traffic, fees in
the metropolitan area, and then saying first
of all that certain portions of the fund
should be spent on certain statutory speci-
fled roads, they go further and declare that
even when a given local authority gets its
share of that fund the Government shall
still have the right to say upon what roads
that share shall be. spent.

The Minister for Lands: That has been
the system ever since the traffic fees were
pooled.

Mr. Davy: By what authority? This is
the first time I have seen or heard of any
statutory authority for such a proposition.

The Minister for Lands: There may not
be any statutory authority, but the Govern-
ment in power when first the traffic fees
were pooled decided upon that system for
the maintenance of main roads.

Mr. DAVY: There is nothing about main
roads in the clause I am talking about.

The Mlinister for Works: But fees are
collected for the roads, and are expected to
lie spent on the roads. The distribution is
based on the claims of certain main roads.
That has been the basis ever since the traffic
fees were pooled.

Mr. DAVY: Even so, it would appear to
me quite clear that if one authority is to
collect the whole of the traffic fees in the
nietropolis. they certainly' should not be held
by the authority that vollects them. They
should be distributed on some basis between
the various local authorities within the area.
But surely. oce it is decided in what pro-

portion the sum shall he divided, that should
be the end of Government interference with
the thing.

The Minister for Works: No fear! No
Government have admitted that.

Mr. DAVY: I shall be interested to bear
why not.

The Minister for Works: You had better
ask your colleagues over there. They would
never admit it.

11r. DAVY: that will not prevent me
from criticising it. The fund having been
created, obviously it has to he distributed
amongst the various local authorities respon-
sible for the upkeep of the roads. Some
basis, one would think, could be arrived at
that would be fair to each of the local au-
thorities. But it is now proposed that the
Government should still further l.;e able to
say "Your amount is so-and-so, and you have
to spend it on such-and-such roads" It seems
quite clear that this is a very definite move
towards centralised control by the Govern-
ment instead of control by the local au-
thorities and I believe it to be bad. Whether
it occurred before I camne into the House or
not, I do not know. Obviously the Bill must
be carried throughb its second reading.

The Premier: There is no obvious reason
why it should go through the second reading.

Mr. DAVY: It contains quite a number
of necessary prvsos hut I hope the Min-
ister will not hurry the Bill through the
Committee stage. I hope we shall be given
a fair opportunity to inform ourselves of
what is right and proper and to improve
the Bill in any way in which it may be im-
proved.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hlon.
A. McCallum-South Fremantle--in reply)
[9.16] : The Bill has been received very fav-
ourably by most members, but there are one
or two phases of the discussion to which I
should like to refer. The first is the state-
ment made by the member for Perth (Mr.
Mann) that the City Council do not know
the basis on which the traffic fees are dis-
tributed from the pool. That complaint was
made to mne when I first took office; I was
told that none of the local authorities knew
the basis of distribution. Whatever may
have been the reason for keeping the local
authorities in the dark prior to that, there
has been no reason since and they have all
been advised of it on more than one occasion.

Mr. Mann: We want it put in the Bill.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
City Council have made that statement in
a typewritten document that the member for
Perth followed very closely during his
speech. The method of distributing the fees
is that certain roads are declared to he main
roads, and they are classed under two head-
ings-first-class and second-class. There was
also a third class, but I abolished that and
adopted first-class and second-class accord-
ing to the density of the traffic that the
roads carried. The fees are distributed on
the chainage of road within the boundary
of each local authority. The polic retain
the cost of collecting the fees, after which
the first charge on th fund is the upkeep
of the Pertli-Frenantic road. When that
amount has been deducted the balance of
the money is distributed on a chainage basis.
All the local authorities know that perfectly
well. Why the City Council have made the
statement contained in the circular T do not
know. There may have been reasons for it
prior to my taking office, but there has been
no reason for it sice

Mr. Dhvy: What do You mean by a chain-
age basis?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Take
the Perth-Fremantle road, according to the
chainage in the Claremont Council, Cottes-
boe Road Board. Cottesloe Council, and
North Fremantle Road Board, each of those
local authorities is paid from the pool.

Mir. Davy: The whole fund is divided up
according- to the length of road in each dis-
trict.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
according to the chainage of first-class and
second-class roads and the. chainage in the
district. I do not hold that the present
system of distribution is perfect, and I have
asked the local authorities to suggest a bet-
ter system. The only' proposal I have re-
ceived so far has been frm the town clerk
of Subiaco. who suggests that the traffic be
classified. He holds that it is possible to
classify the traffic, that there is very heavy
traffic in some districts that does not go right
through the metropolitan area, and that the
districts carring it should collect at a
higher rate. I have inquired from the
officers controlling traffic as to the feasi-
bilitv of the suiggestion and they tell me it
is impossible to classify the traffic going
through the different districts.

Mr. 'Vann: What objection have you to
stating the basis in the Bill!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A numa-
ber of different roads have been brought in
since I have been in office. I have brought
in the Annadale-road, which was not in-
cluded when I took over; neither was the
road that runs to the foot of the hills near
Greeninount.

The Minister for Lands: You will want to
hear that in mind when discussing the re-
distribution of seats.

The Premier: If it were put in the Bill
we would have to bring down an amendment
whenever an alteration was made.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As
traffic develops and new arteries assume im-
portance, so they can be brought under the
scheme, but if it were put in thi Bill we
would have to be continually altering the
statile. Everyone knows perfectly we11

what the basis of disltribution is. The money
belongs to the local authorities, and the
Minister has no right to keep secret the
basis of distribution.

Mr. Davy: Would Armadale contribute
to the fund?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes;
all the traffic fees from that area are pooled.
Anyone in Armadale owning a motor ear is
licensed by the police and the money goes
into the pool.

.1r. Davy: Before they were brought into
the pool where would such a car have been
licensed?7

The MINMISTER FOR WORKS: With
the Armadale Board. At that time the
money was retained by the board and the
Armadale paopl, had to look after their
own roads. I am asking that the Armadale-
road he broughlt under the semne. We have
spent a lot of money on it. The work is not
finished vet as we intend to give it a bitu-
men dressing. We do not want it to get into
the had state that it was in before.

.Mr. Sampson: The Armadale sect ion is in
a veryv fair state.

The MITNISTER FOR WORKS: But
the road on the other side of Armndat e is
in a shockinL state. The memb~er for WVest
Perth (Mr. Dav y) has not given any thought
to the collection or distrihution of the fees
or he would not have argzued as he hai done.
The whole reason for pooling was this: pro-
viouslyv owners licenqed their vehicles in the
districts in wiceh they lived, Al the hig
wvarehouses in the City' licensed their cars,
lorries, and vanis with the City Council and
then ,ns-d their vehicles to cart groods from
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the wharves to their warehouses. Their
vehicles were used very little within the
boundaries of the City Council who collected
the money, and practically all the wear fell
upon the roads of local authorities who re-
cowved no portion of the fees. That was
considered to be quite unfair.

Hon. G. Taylor: Were there any com-
plaints from the City Council at that time.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Not
then. That principle is kept in mind in
distributing the funds. Although those
vehicdes are owned in the city, they are used
on the roads belo nging to the various local
authorities; between Perth and Fremnantle,
and those local authorities now collect their
proportion of the fees.

Mr. Davy: That is quite obvious.
The MINISTER FO1R WORKS: Then

if they collect their fees according to the
chainage of road, is it not obviouis that the
money should be spent on such roads? Why
should Cottesloc, Clarcmobt, and North Fre-
mantle claim a proportion of the fees paid
by a ear, wagon or bus owned in Fremantle
or Perth on the ground that their roads.
are used,' and then neglect to maintain
those roads aind spend the money on
some other road? Is it not reasonable
that when they collect wooney from the
pool in respect of a particular road, it
Rhould he spent to keep that road in order?

Mr. Davy: The Bill specifically says the
money must he spent to keep the road in
order.

The INI\STER FOR WORKS: And the
lion, member complained of that.

"Mr. Dav 'y: No, I did not.
The 'MINISTER FOR 'WORK'S : The

-whole case siubmitted by the hon. member
was that it was centralisation; we were
going to tell the local authorities they had
to sr-end the money on certain roads.

Mr. Davy: I did not complain of the
mention of roads in the iueasure, hut of
the reference to expenditure on other speci-
fied roads.I

The TdTNISTER FOR WORKS:- That.
applies to any surplus. Take the local
authorities between Perth and Fremantle.
The Grovenmhent constructed the Perth-
Fremantle-ruad and it is maintained out of
the piool, hut the local authorities collect
their proportion on the chainage passing
through their respective districts. The
locul authorities are constantly asking mec
to declare other roads in their districts Io
lie main roads under the pool so that they

may collect on a chainage basis for those
roads out of the pool. Every Sunday and
on hot nights there is considerable traffic
front Perth to Cottesloc. The traffic turns
off the Freniantle-road and go&es to the
beach via Eric-street, which road is being
cut up. The local authorities receive
nothing out of the pool in respect to Eric-
street, and I have been asked to bring Erie-
street under the schemne. There are scores
oIf similar instances. While we keep the
Fremantle-road in order, all the funds the
loeal Authorities are now getting out of the
pool are free from any charge for the up-
keep of the Fremantle- road. We say to th e
local authorities, "Thjere is a surplus in the
fund and the money should be spent on
this or that subsidiary main road." No
doubt sonle of the local authorities have
been inclined to neglect that class of road
aind to spend the proceeds of the traffic fee!
on t heir own little sub-wvays. If they are
allowed to neglect this class of road, they
will probably be approaching the Govern-
ment to keep it in order.

-Mr. Davy: If you order them to spend
money on Erie-street, will they have that
included *in their ehainage9

The W0IiSTER. FOR "WORKS: I 'hope
the Cottesloe Council will not think that I
have specially selected them: I am using
this merely as an illustration. The chain-
age on which they are paid is that of the
Fremantle-road running through their dis-
trict, but they do nothiag to that road.
They do not spend a penny upon it. They
are paid from the pool muney 'which has
been paid in fees by people outside their
own district. As people outside their area
are paying into a fund because of the traffiv
they create on a particular road, the mone ,y
should be spent on that road. That is the
idea underlying the present system and it
is only fair and reasonable. I wish this
Bill to he treated as a non-party measure.
Mienibers on this side of the House are n3
free to c-riticise it or to vole against it as
are nicOhrs uippositv. We Want to get
the best Bill possible. We will not ask
members on tIhis side of the House to be
tied to any idea that is contained in it.
Yenmbersi will bie free to vote against it as
they like. I made a similar statement last
Se±ssion. I. hope that although I may oppose
any suggested alteration, and may think
that the various clauses in the Bill should
stand, it will not be argued that this has
been treated as a party measure, or that
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members onl this side of the Rouse are ex-
peeled to vote wvitht the Government.

3Mr. E. Ii. J1ohnston : Boya of' 18 will be
all right now.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not
say they will. I think 19 is too young. .I
have a soil much younger than 19, who call
drive a motor car, bitt I never allowv him
to drive unless I am sitting alongside him.
He is well balanced and is considerably ex-
perienced for a boy or h.is age, hut there
is no feat- or his bcinw allowed to drive
alone. It is not a question of quickn'ess (if
action, butl of judgient. The member for
West Perth argues that judgment does not
enter into it, that it is a itaest ion of qunick-
nessi of movement. -

Mir. Davy: In an emergency.
Mir. Mann: Temtp1 eramnitt would have a

good deal to do with it.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I cannot

understand from what authority the menm-
ber for West Perth draws his conclusions.
In a case of emergency, such as the stop-
ping or twisting- of a ear, when quickness
of action is required, what is it that
prompts at person to do the right thing at
the r'ight moment" his brain acts first,
and then his foot or his hatnd will act as is
dictated by his brain. [t all arises froin
the driver's judgmen t. If ii did not cotme
from that source, the hand or foot wvould4
not work as it should do. The whole thing
emanates from the brain.

Ar. Thomson : Au~toni t i call 'v a person
ibecomies part of the machine.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
the brain that prompts the man and gives
him judgmaent. Judgment is the whole thing
that directs his action.

Mr. Davy: It is not the judgment ac-
qutired by Age or experience: it is born
judgment.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member says judgment does not enter
into it. If it toes not enter into it a man
cannot move either his hand or his foot.

Mfr. Mann: Temperament plays a big
part.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
main thing is to be a grood judge of pace,
as to whetther a manl ' ets into or out of
An accident. He has to judge the other
fellow's pace as well as his own.

M.%r. Sampson: You cannot heat a lad for
a thing like that.

The MIINISTER FOR WORKS: Mem-
bers cannot tell me that a boy of IS has the

same judgment as a man has. He does not
possess the cool head or judgment of a man.

Mr. Mann: Your wvill admit that some
peop~le should never be allowed to drive?

ThiellMINSTER FOR WORKS: Yes. One
member argued that it was always in the
hands of the authorities not to grant a
license. They have to grant a license if a
person can show himself to be an efficient
driver. They cannot refuse it on the round
that he is ,etnperamentally unfit. They
have not lared to do so if he is physically
unfit. Take the case of the accident at the
Burswood crossing when the charabanc ran
into a train. It was found afterwards that
the driver was blind in one eye and could
hardly, see out of the other.

Hon. G. fayor: Like some politicians.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was

stated that the driver always required a
passenger with him to direct him and
prompt him. The authorities have no power
to refuse a license in a case of that sort.

Mir. Thomson: You have provided for
that here.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
glad the House realises that something has
to be done. When I was in Sydney I
learned that the driver of a big charabanc
fell dead from heart failure while at the
wheel. Fortunately the bus was travelling
slowvly, and turned into a wall and stopped.

Mr. Sampson: T suppose he was an old
nian.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He was
tinder 30.

Mrr. Thomson: He is more likely to suiffer
from heart disease than is a boy of 18.

The 1[INISIER FOR WORKS: There
is no power in the Act to prevent the police
from giving, a license to known bad charac-
ten. We Are asking- for that power in this
Bill.

Mr. Davy: Is a knowvn bad character a
fit and proper person to be licensed?

The Premier: We know that a girl got
into an accident a few months ago.

The M[NISTER FOR WORKS: We
?reciuentlv see motor cyclists tearing along
the road to the seaside at the rate of 50 miles
an hour. I do icot travel very slowly myself,
but when I see these fellows pass me I feel
that I am standing still.

The Premier: And they have a wild mad-
ness in their eyes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: If it
was a question only of considering them I
should he prepared to leave them to their
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own devices, but we have to consider every-
one else on the road.

The Premier: We might compromise with
members with regard to boys of 18 years of.
age if they will limit the age of motor
cyclists to .30 or 50.

Mr. Sampson : What about the new
roads?

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS: New
roads are being brought into the scheme.
We do not want to repent the experience
we had of the Pertb-Fremantle road. On
three different opcasions the Government
had to borrow .uoney to reconstruct it. The
road was then handed over to the local au-
thorities, who allowed it to be ruined.

Nr. Aiann: I do not see any, penalty pro-
vided in the ease of persons who claim to
be of the right age, but who have niot yet
reached it.

The MLINISTER. FOR WORKS: That
is already urovided, as the beon. member can
see by the *-ase that appeared in this even-
ing's paper. The idea of including new
roads is that it is essential they should be
brought up to date, widened and strength-
ened. Onceu they are put into good condi-
tion they mnust. be maintained in decent re-
pair. The MNain Roads Board is better
equipped to) look after through roads than
the local auithorities'would be.

1Mr. Sampson: Will the amiount payable
be affected V

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
upkeep of the roadis will be a first charge
on the pool. The only road I am doubtful
about is that on the south side of the river.
It will have to be reconstructed, because it
is in a bad way. .It. is proposed that if the
State raises the money the local authorities
can only hie charged with half the cost, in
tile same way a., is done in the case of coun-
try roads under thc Federal scheme.

Mr. Sampson: They would still receive
their quota?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 'The
uipkeep of the road will be a charge upon
the pool before there is any distribution.
The distribution will then he made on the
ehainage haiis.

Hon. G. Taylor: What about my sugges-
tionV

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: As I1
explained when moving the second reading
of the Bill, I discussed the question of pen-
alties very carefully with the Crown Law
authorities. The point raised by the bon.
member is dealt with in the Act. Poweis

asked for ;n this Bill because there is in-
sufficient D ower contained in the Act. I
asked the Crown Law Department whether
it would lie possible to Jprovide, instead of
fines in the ease of persons who knocked
others down and left them lying in the road,
or who speeded at an excessive rate, or
committed other offences, that they should
hanve their licenses cancelled for the time
being, or whether we could direct the Bench
to suspenid thle licenses.

Hon, G. Taylor: That would be wise.
The MIINISTER FOR WORKS, The

Crown ].aw anilhorities pointed out that the
existing lawv gives a power as wide as could
be given to any' bench.

The Premier: You do not get wise beaches
exercising these wise powers.

The MI5TSTER FOR WORKS: No. If
the Bench had power to suspend a license
for a month or two, in place of inflicting a
line that is easily paid, it would teach these
persons to be more careful in future.

Hon. G. Taylor: My desire was to make
this quite clear in the Bill.

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: I am in
symipathly with] the idea of tightening up the
law inl this respect. If. the Bill does not go
far enouigh I shall he pleased to make
it stronger, if the hon. member will point
otit hlow this can be done. I amt pleased
with thle reception accorded to the Bill.
There is plenty; of room for difference of
oipiniion. It is anl intricate measure, but I
feel that thec public realise the necessity
for tightening ip the existing Act and widen-
in- the powers already given. I do not pro-
plose that the Commissioner of Police shall
have auithority to distribute the traffic fees,
hot that hie shall have power to control
the traffic. This power is vested in the Min-
ister, hut Ministers have usually delegated
their authority to the Commissioner. In this
Bill the Commissioner will he named as the
authority to deal with the traffic, not as the
authority.. for distributing the fees.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. [Litvy in the Chair; the Minister for
Works in charge of the Hill.

Clause i-geed to.

Clause 2-Amendmnent of Section 4:

Mr. THOMSON: It is provided here that
the Commissioner of Police is to be the
licensing- authority only in the metropolitaz
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urea. In the interpretation it seems to be
clear that the local authority is the munici-
pality or the road board, and that the Com-
missioner of Police is the authority in any
outlying- land. What is the interpreta-
tion of "outlying land"? Is there any land
of that description?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: -Various
portions of the State are not included in
either a municipality or a road board, though
it is true they do not conta in many inhabi-
tants. Such portions are called outlying
places. Some are situated near Albany
and the south coast, some lie towards the
South Australian border, and others are to
he found in the North-West.

Mr. DAVY: The words "and aa the licens-
ing authority therein," referring to the Com-
missioner of Police, do not at the moment
convey anything to my mind.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wher-
ever the words "local authority" appear, the
Commissioner of Police will he the local
authority for the metropolitan area; and he
will also be the licensing authority for the
metropolitan area.

Mr. Davy: Perhaps the word "as" should
he "is."

The IMINISTER FOR WORKS: I think
the words are all right. The Commissioner
of Police will act as both local authority
and licensing- authority.

1%1r. Davy: The words convey nothing to
me.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3-agreed to.

Clause 4-Amendment of Section 6:
Mr. THOMSON: Why are the words "or

reward" included in the definition of a pas-
senger vehicle'? The owners of motor trucks
used for the cartage of wheat or firewood
may take passengers, not strictly for hire,
hut in return for the cost of benzine. Would
they have to be licensed uinder this elauset

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment-

That after ''reward,'' line 7, there be in-
serted ''unless special permission in writing
is obtained from the Commissioner for some
particular occasion.
It may happen that the owner of a motor
vehicle usually engaged in carrying goods
arranges an odd occasion for the conveyance
of a party' . In such a case it would be
drastic to insist on the payment of the full
license fee for a passenger vehicle. 'My
amendment represents a great convenience
in sparsely populated districts for the trans-
port of, say, football teams.

Mr. BROWN:; I support the amendment.
Iit many small towns motor trucks which
during the week are used for commercial
purposes are hired for a small fee on Sat-
urday or Sunday to carry footballers or
cricketers or the members of a Sunday school
picanic. In such eases special permission
should he granted on payment of a nominal
fee. The drivers are careful, and I have
never known of a mishap.

Hion. G. TAYLOR: It is not necessary
to go into the country to see motor lorries
used for trips on Sundays. Along Oxford-
street on Saturday afternoon and Sunday
motor lorries go out to the North Beach with
loads of young people. Those lorries belong
to firms -who permit the use of them for
outings.

Mr. Marshall: The driver might be a
licensed passenger driver.

l1on, G. TAYLOR: That is not likely to
he the case often, because the trucks are
used for commercial purposes during the
week.

The Premier: We do not want to leave the
door too wide open, though.

lIon. G1. TAYLOR: I agree, but some
concession might well be granted.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: iLn my district farmers
and carriers use their motor lorries to take
football and cricket teams about for a small
fee. They will be debarred from so doing
tinless the clause is altered. Can the Min-
ister see some -way out of the diffleulty

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We
stipulate for the authority because serious
accidents have been narrowly averted on
many occasions. Everyone will remember
the accident on Kalamunda Hffill.

MNr. Sampson: That was long before there
was any legislation on the subject.

The Premnier: But the circumstances were
similar.

The MNIENISTER FOR 'WORKS: Yes, and
that is why we need this legislation. I have
seen motor lorries on which the seating ac-
commodation consisted of school forms fas-
tened with a rusty nail or bolt through wood
that was absolutely rotten. There was no
security for the children; the least jolt might
have caused a form to fall off, and on a
sharp turn or twist the children were extremely
liable to be thrown off. There must be some
regulation of this tramfe. Howevei, I w7il
give the matter consideration. The ob-
ject of the measure is to protect life and
limb, though we all like to see people get
out into the country on holidays.

905
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Mr. TEESDALE: The clause will seri-
ously inconvenience northern towns, where
there is but little opportunity for apo4rt
Lately it has been arranged to use irotor
t~rucks for the conveyance of cricket gnjq
football teamis from one town to another. No
charge is made beyond the cost of the petrol.
As a rule the Motor truck proprietors take
these trips in turns. Journeys are made
from Broomne to Derby, and from Port Ifled-
land to Roebourne and Whim. Creek, to play
matches. The clause, if passed unaltered,
would put anr end to visits which help to
maintain good relations between the towns.

Progress reported.

BILL-INSPECTION Or SCAFFOLDING
ACT A MENMENT.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCalum-South Fremantle) [10.2] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
seeks to amend the inspection of Scaffold-
ing Act passed in 1924. That Act was not
in operation for long before we found
several defects. For instance, hion. members
will recollect that when the Act was intro-
duced, it provided that all sea~ffoldings5
should come within the scope of the legisla-
tion irrespective of height. An amntdment
was inserted by the Legi.lative Council limit-
ing scaffolds to those over Sf t. from the
horizontal base. That is where the first trouble
crept in. The argument was as to what
was the horizontal base? The question was
debated at length when the measurt- wats be-
fore us but the Legislative Concil insisted
upon the inelusiorf of their provision. No
one thought for a moment that under that
provision there could be erected three-storcy
buildings, without having scaffolds 3ff. from
thle horizontal base. Yet that has been done.
it has been accomplished by erecting the
wall over-hand until the wtoirkmen get up a
bit, and then small scatiolds arc placed on
ihe joists of the floor and the building is
constructed from the inside. 1B - this means
eon tractors have been able to construct
three-storey buildings without having senf-
folds 8ff. from the hori,'ontal basze. In such
instances, the horizontal base is taken from
the joists, and not from the ground.

Roll. 0. Taylor: The intention was that
the heighbt should be fromn the ground.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That L4
so \ot only is this unfair otewrmn

but also to the employer who desires to giv
protection and safety to his men. By re
sorting to these tactics, such contractors say
inspection fees at the expense of their men
who have to rn considerable risks. It ha
been ascertained by inspectors thnt som
very defective floor joists have been uso
upon whichl the scaffolds have beer erected
In one instance there was a deflection of I
inches, owing to the presence of gum vein
in the timber, when the weight of the me)
was put on it. The inspector had no powe
to interfere and no alteration could he ef
f ected. The Bill provide., a definition o
"-horizontal base" in order to overcome th
diienity and thus prevent joists from beinr
taken as the base. The existing Act pro
vides that outside the metropolitan area it
limited to buildings of over one storey ii
heighit. No doubt Parliament intended t
exclude ordinary cottages and one-store
buildings. Now we find, however, that one
store ' buildings reach considerable height
There arc picture theatres, churches, whoa
bins, and many other buildings in the coun
try districts, running up to scores of feet
Yet they are one-storey erections only
Church spires are built to a height of any
thing from 40 to 60 feet.

Mr. Sampson: Then there are moto,
garages, too.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, al
kinds of buildings that run -up to a gra
heig-ht. To give hion. members a definit
instance, I would draw attention to a when
bin that has been erected at Northiami. It
a one-storey erection only. When th
scaffolding inspector was at Northam, b
looked at the scaffold and declared it to h
absolutely dangerous. He had no power t
interfere. Had one of the workmen faller
he would have been hurled from a hieight o
30 feet. The inspector approached the con
tractor and at his suggestion the c-ontracto
agreed to strengthen the scaffold. The fat
remins that the inspector had no power t
order him to do it. Everyone will admit the
in these days% some one-4toroy buildings ma
reach a teater height than buildings of tw
or three storeys.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: We thought the prt
vision would refer to buildings of from I
to 12 feet in height.

The MINISTFiR FOR WORKS: The BE
provides for anything over 15 feet, andi
think that is reasonable.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: So do I.
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Mr. Davy: .Which clause deals with that
)Oillt?

The MINISTER FOB WORKS: Clause
?. The definition of "horizontal base"'
s the same as that included in the New
South Wales Act. South Australia has
ibolished any% reference to height at all.
2could not hiold out hope of getting any

such provision through Parliament, and the
proposal set out in the Bill, it cannot he
lenied, is a reasonable proposition. The
ici,,ht is to be taken from the ground level.
41 -ase was brought under my notice to-day
n xhicli a mian in my own electorate was
wvorking on thne second floor of an hotel
31111(1mg. T1hey were using the joists as the
aorizonlal base and as t-he scaffold did not
!orne within the provisions of the Act the
scaffolding inspiector could not interfere.
fhe man fell thr-ough the rafters but saved
Irimself by means of his arms. That man
is in] the hospital still. In view of thesie
instances, the proposal embodied'in the Bill
must be regarded as a reasonable one. We
aaive discovered another system that has
been adopted. In order to get over the
requirements of the Act that an applica-
tion must he made for an inspection of
wcaffolding that comes within the scope of
the Act, soire contractors are endeavouring
to l'nve work carried out without an~
;cafl'olding at all. In such circumstances
the workmen are compelled to run more
risks than if scaffolds were used. We have
hiad brouuht to our notice the fact that
painters morking on a four-storey building
iayc had to walk along, a ledge not more
thant five inches wide and hang on with
:)te hand while painting with the other.
The least slip, and death awaited them.
However, there was no power to interfere,
ieause there was no scaffolding at all. W
ish that when the inspector sees men work-
ing under such dangerous conditions hie
;halt be empowered to order that scaf-
!olding be erected and that the work
ea~e until the Conditions are made safe.

rnatanother instanc-1- am ashamed to ad-
nit it occurred on a Government building-
;plumber was sent to repair the gutterin.-

mn a four-storey building. No scaffoldinz
was provided, and be had to climb over the
roof, slide down a very steep place and
iong on to the guttering while he repaired
it, without any provision -whatever being
made for his safety. Again we had no
,ight to interfere. Those methods are
rarely adopted with a view to getting
.ou nd the Act. Then there was another

case. In flay-street four men were called
upon to N;ork from the roof of a verandah,
the verandah acting as scaffolding. The
xerandali trullkyed, with thle result that
one man fractured his skull and died.

31r. Mann: Was there not a case at one
of the racecourses?

The MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Yes, I
have that in miind.

Lion,. (1. Taylor: Did that verandah acci-
dent happen since the A~ct was passed?~

The _MINI1STER FOR WORKS : Ye;z.
Cne of the men died as the result of that
vullapse It is because of these things that
we require jpower for the inspector to order
the erection of scaffolding.

.Mr. Mlann: In that accident at the race-
cours e, I unrderstood tie inspector saw the
scaffolding and passed A-.

The MINISTERl FOR WORKS: That is
n ot so' However, I had better not discus.,
that accident, sice it is still under cou-
siderat ion with a view to legal action being
t aken.

.Mr. Davy: Is it made clear that the in-
spector can order safety measures to be
taken other than the erection of scaffold-
ing?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Well
if it is not scaffoldin,2 it comes under the
heading of "gear."

Mr. Davy: You quoted the example of
the Plumber on the roof. In such an in-
qtancc it might be absurd to have to erect
scaffolding.

Thle MI1NISTER FOR WORKS: Yes, it
would not be a case for scaffolding; they
would fix up gear, such as a hosun's chair.
Also we are asking permission to apply the
Act to excavations for building purposes.
In Subiaco a big basement was being taken
out for a two-storey building. The scaffold-
ing erected for the men to work on war
built of pickets from a fence; old, rotten
jarrab, alt cracked and split from the nail
holev. The thing collapsed, fortunately
when the men were not there. At present
there is no power to compel the erection of
scaffoldinr in these excavations, and so we
are asking for that power in the Bill. I am
bringing the Bill forward simply because
these matters are urgent. All that the Bill
does is to rectify defects we have discovered,
the rectification of which I believe to be in
accordance with the ideas of members when
they passed the Act. I am not asking for
a number of things I had in the original
Hill, things that failed to get throughb Par-
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liament. Each of the things I amn asking
for, I really think was intended by mem-
bers when the original Bill was passed. One
other provision, making for the smooth
working of the Act, we are asking for. It
is that when local authorities grant building
permits, they shall send along notice to the
chief inspector, so that he may be aware of
the proposed buildings. A lot of the loeal
authorities are doing that now, but 'we want
to make it compnlsory. It will save having
inspectors running around looking for build-
ings, for they will know exactly where the
buildings are going on.

Mr. Thomson: In the country, I under-
stand, the architects' division attends to this
inspection.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ye;a
when the original Bill was introduced, a
promise was made to the House that it would
not involve a new department. In accord-
ance with that, the architects' division are
doing a great deal of the work; and only
two inspectors have been appointed for the
whole State. Expenses have been kept down
to the minim-am. I think the provisions
of the Bill will comimend themselves to the
House. I move-

That the 1i1W be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. Taylor, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-TRUST FUNDS INVESThIENT
ACT AMENDMENT.

Returned from the Concil without amend-
ment.

BILLS (2-FIRST READING.

1, Shipping Ordinance Amendment.
2, Legitimation Act Amendment.
Received from the Council.

House adjourned at 10.18 pa..

tegielattwe counciL,
Tuesdcay, 14th September, 1926.
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3ll4s: Wyalcatchem Bates ValIdatlon, 38., 9ase1..

Government Savings Bank Act Amnet,
Aeport .......................... n

Navigation ,Act Amendment, 21L .. .. t1
Pln Dsas Act Amendment, 2a., Coin Report Oil
Federal Aid Roads Agreement, 21L., Corn Report 9il
Jetties, 2......................S
Forests Act Amendment,. s...............Oit
Kalgoorlic ad.Boulder Racing Clubs Act Amend-

menot, 2A., Corn. Report.................02t
Herdsen's Lake Drainage Act Repeal. 21L,

coin. Report..........................21
Vermin Act Amendment, orn. Report W2
Soldier Land Settlement, is., Corn.......92,

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4Xd
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-MINERS' PETHISIS,
COMIPENSATION.

Hon. E. 1H. HARRIS aked the Chief Secre
tary: 1, How many men are precluded
for tubercular reasons from further mminj
work under the Miners' Phthisis Act? 2
How many are receiving Compensation fron
the State in the following (-ategofles--(a'
Half -wages through hemng single; ip) ha]
wages through being widowers; (c) Ha
wages and other remuneration for depend
ants? 3, Is it a fact that somie exclude'
men mn receipt of State compensation, ar
also receiving the Couunonwvealrh old ag
pension, and as a result are subject to a:
equivalent reduction from State compensa
tion? 4, If so, how mnany? 5, Are thos
in receipt of old age pensions subject to rc
strietious as to the amount of property the,
may own, and moneys they may earn? I
so, will the Government rectify this, an
pay afflicted men full State compensatior
thus enabling- them to cease drawing Corr
monwenith pensions without suffering finar
cial loss? 6, What is the total amount o
compensation paid by the State to exclude
T.13. miners to-(a) 30th June, 1926;- (b
31st August, 1926? 7, What liability to th
31st August, 1926, has the State escaped b
deducting the amount of Federal pension
from compensation promised to afflictec
men?9

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:I
119. 2, (a) 20. (h) 2, (e) 38. 3, Yes, hr


